
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 

 

MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS 

ASSOCIATION, INC., RENX GROUP, LLC,  

f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC,  

and TOMICA PREMOVIC, individually, and  

on behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

 

DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, Illinois, MARIA PAPPAS, 

as Treasurer of Cook County, Illinois, and COOK 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, a body politic and 

corporate, 

 

Defendants. 

____________________________________________ 
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Case No. 15 CH 16986 

 

(Related cases:  15 CH 18832 16 

CH 193, and 17 CH 12573) 

 

 
 

Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 

 Pursuant to 735 ILCS § 5/2-806, Midwest Medical Records Associations, Inc. (“MMRA”), 

RenX Group, LLC, f/k/a Big Blue Capital Partners, LLC (“RenX”), Tomica Premovic 

(“Premovic”), and Julie Clark (“Clark”) (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), move the Court to enter an 

order (i) preliminarily approving the class action settlement, award of attorneys’ fees, and 

requested incentive awards, (ii) directing that notice of the settlement be provided to the class, and 

(iii) setting a final approval hearing.  Plaintiffs also request the Court to contemporaneously grant 

their pending motion for class certification for settlement purposes only, appoint Plaintiffs as class 

representatives, and appoint Myron M. Cherry and Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. Cherry & 

Associates, LLC, Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C., and Larry D. 

Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd. as class counsel.  In support of this motion, Plaintiffs state as follows: 

 

FILED
11/2/2020 8:36 AM
DOROTHY BROWN
CIRCUIT CLERK
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Return Date: No return date scheduled
Hearing Date: No hearing scheduled
Courtroom Number: No hearing scheduled
Location: No hearing scheduled
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I. INTRODUCTION 

After five years of hard-fought litigation, the parties have reached a settlement of four 

lawsuits seeking the return of unlawful fees charged and collected by Dorothy Brown, as Clerk of 

the Circuit Court of Cook County (the “Clerk of Court”).  For years the Clerk of Court charged 

and collected a fee for filing a motion to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory orders in the 

Circuit Court when its statutory authorization is limited to collecting such a fee only for the filing 

of a motion to reconsider, vacate, or modify final judgments or orders. 

To resolve these lawsuits, Defendants have agreed to create a $5,218,155 fund, which 

represents the estimated total amount of all of the challenged fees collected by the Clerk of Court 

from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 (the “Class Period”).  The fund will be used for class 

members to claim a full refund of any such fees they paid during the Class Period.  In addition to 

this monetary relief, the settlement also provides for prospective relief, which will prevent the 

Clerk of Court from charging a filing fee for motions or petitions to vacate, reconsider, or modify 

interlocutory orders going forward.  In other words, the settlement provides not just full monetary 

relief, but also significant non-monetary relief.  For these reasons, and those that follow, Plaintiffs 

respectfully request the Court to preliminarily approve this substantial settlement. 

II. BACKGROUND  

 Section 105/27.2a of the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act governs “fees of the clerks of the 

circuit court in all counties having a population of 3,000,000 or more inhabitants.”  705 ILCS 

105/27.2a.  Cook County has in excess of 3,000,000 inhabitants and, therefore, 705 ILCS 

105/27.2a governs the fees that may be charged by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County.  

705 ILCS 105/27.2a(g) sets forth the fees applicable for petitions to vacate or modify final 

judgments or orders, which states as follows: 
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(1) Petition to vacate or modify any final judgment or order of court … if filed 

before 30 days after the entry of the judgment or order, a minimum of $50 and a 

maximum of $60. 

(2) Petition to vacate or modify any final judgment or order of court … if filed later 

than 30 days after the entry of the judgment or order, a minimum of $75 and a 

maximum of $90. 

 

705 ILCS 105/27.2a(g)(1)-(2) (emphasis added). 

Despite the fact that Section 105/27.2a(g) only allows for the clerk to charge and collect 

fees for the filing of petitions to vacate or modify final judgments or orders, the Clerk of Court 

charged such fees for petitions to vacate or modify interlocutory judgments or orders.  All four 

Plaintiffs filed, at various times, a motion to reconsider an interlocutory order in the Circuit Court 

of Cook County and were required to pay this fee as a pre-condition to their filing being accepted. 

On November 19, 2015, Plaintiff MMRA filed a class action lawsuit seeking the return of 

the unlawful fees charged and collected by the Clerk of Court (the “MMRA Action”).  Plaintiffs 

RenX and Premovic filed similar class actions on December 31, 2015 (the “RenX Action”) and 

January 7, 2016 (the “Premovic Action”), respectively.  All three suits were designated as “related 

cases,” and a Second Amended Consolidated Class Action Complaint (“Amended Complaint”) 

was filed November 9, 2016. 

On November 23, 2016, the circuit court dismissed the Amended Complaint, finding that 

Plaintiffs’ claims were barred by the voluntary payment doctrine.  Plaintiffs filed a notice of appeal 

on December 7, 2016.  Shortly thereafter, on February 21, 2017 and in response to the litigation 

challenging these fees, the Clerk of Court distributed a memorandum directing staff not to charge 

fees “[f]or a petition to vacate or modify a judgment or order that is anything other than the 

judgment or order that disposes the case.” 

Nearly a year later, on February 1, 2018, the Illinois Appellate Court reversed the decision 

of the circuit court, finding that the voluntary payment doctrine does not bar Plaintiffs’ claims for 
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refunds.  See Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., et al. v. Dorothy Brown, et al., 2018 IL 

App (1st) 163230.  While the appeal was pending, Plaintiff Clark filed a class action lawsuit 

asserting claims similar to those made in the Amended Complaint, but further alleged that she paid 

the unlawful filing fee under protest.  Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 17 CH 12573 (the 

“Clark Action”).  During the pendency of this appeal, the Illinois Appellate Court also issued a 

decision in Gassman v. Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook Cty., 2017 IL App (1st) 151738, in 

which it held that charging filing fees to litigants who file motions or petitions to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders is not authorized by the Act. 

After remand to the circuit court, Plaintiffs engaged in discovery and other substantive 

litigation.  On November 30, 2018, the circuit court ruled in the Clark action that the statute of 

limitations was tolled five years prior to the July 25, 2014 filing date of the Gassman suit.  During 

this period of time, Plaintiffs also undertook a years-long process of sorting through and analyzing 

the Clerk of Court’s filing codes and records to determine the identity of class members.  Through 

this process, Plaintiffs identified approximately 77,306 class members. 

The parties have met and conferred on numerous occasions over the past several years in 

an effort to reach a settlement.  After lengthy and detailed arm’s-length settlement negotiations, 

including several settlement conferences with the Court, the parties reached a final settlement 

agreement (the “Settlement Agreement”), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  The 

Litigation Subcommittee of the Cook County Board approved the settlement on July 28, 2020. 

III. THE TERMS OF THE SETTLEMENT 

Defendants will create a fund on behalf of the class in the amount of $5,218,155 (the 

“Settlement Fund”).  See Settlement Agreement at Section III.B.  The Settlement Fund represents 

the estimated total amount of money in fees collected by Defendants for the filing of motions or 
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petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the Circuit 

Court of Cook County during the Class Period (i.e., from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017).  Id.  

Class members can submit a claim to receive a full refund of any such filing fees they paid for 

during the Class Period.  Id. at Section III.H.1 

In addition to the relief set forth above, the settlement also provides for prospective relief.  

Specifically, the Clerk of the Court has agreed to maintain a policy under which its efiling system 

allows efilers to select whether they are filing a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a final 

judgment/order or a non-final judgment/order.  Id. at Section XII.  If they select that they are efiling 

a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a non-final judgment/order, they are not charged a fee.  Id.  

In other words, in addition to full monetary relief, the settlement also prevents the Clerk of Court 

from charging the challenged fee in the future. 

The Settlement Agreement provides for a robust plan to notify class members of the 

settlement.  Id. at Section VIII.  For class members registered with the Circuit Court of Cook 

County who have selected “email” as their preferred means of receiving notifications, class notice 

will be sent via email.  Id. at Section VIII.B.1.  The email notice will provide the caption(s) of the 

case(s) in which the filing fees eligible for a refund were paid, the amount of $67.50 as the amount 

of each Filing Fee agreed to fairly compensate Settlement Class Members unless they provide 

documentation showing a different amount(s), and the date(s) on which each of the filing fees were 

paid in each case.  Id.  In the event an email notice is returned as undeliverable after two attempts, 

                                                 
1 To the extent the amount of refunds claimed by class members, plus Class Representative incentive 

awards, notice and administration costs, and the attorneys’ fees and costs awarded to Class Counsel and 

counsel for Gassman, exceed the Settlement Fund, the amount of the cash payments to each class member 

will be reduced on a pro rata basis so that the total amount paid by the County will equal $5,218,155.  Id. 
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the Third-Party Settlement Administrator will send direct notice to that Settlement Class Member 

via U.S. mail.  Id. 

Notice will also be sent by U.S. mail to all class members who are not registered with the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, which notice will contain the same information as the email notice.  

Id. at Section VIII.B.2.  Notice will also be published at least twice in the Chicago Daily Law 

Bulletin.  Id. at Section VIII.C.  A settlement website will also be established that, among other 

things, will provide information about the case and settlement, contact information for Class 

Counsel, links to a detailed class notice, and a downloadable claim form.  Id. at Section VIII.D.  

Defendants will pay from the Settlement Fund all Notice and Settlement Administration Costs to 

the Third-Party Settlement Administrator.  Id. at Section III.C. Class members have the right to 

opt-out of or object to the settlement.  Id. at Section X. 

Class Counsel will seek an award of attorneys’ fees in the amount of $1,594,385, as well 

as an additional amount for actual litigation costs (presently estimated to be $10,000), to be paid 

from the Settlement Fund.  Id. at Section IX.2  Defendants will also pay incentive awards in the 

amount of $10,000 each to Plaintiffs MMRA, RenX, Premovic, and Clark, as awarded by the 

Court.  Id. 

IV. ARGUMENT 

The Court should preliminarily approve the proposed settlement because it ends four hard-

fought class actions and provides essentially full relief to the class, plus prospective relief to end 

the unlawful conduct.  It is well established that settlements are the preferred means of resolving 

litigation, particularly in class actions where substantial resources can be conserved by avoiding 

                                                 
2 Pursuant to a separate settlement of the Gassman case, Defendants will also pay Gassman counsel their 

attorneys’ fees and costs in the amount of $625,000, as awarded by the Court, from the Settlement Fund in 

this Settlement.  Id. at Section III.E. 
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the time, cost, and rigor of prolonged litigation.  See Johnson v. Belleville Radiologists, Ltd., 221 

Ill. App. 3d 100, 103 (5th Dist. 1991) (“Illinois public policy favors the peaceful and voluntary 

resolution of disputes through settlement….”); Armstrong v. Bd. of Sch. Dirs. of Milwaukee, 616 

F.2d 305, 313 (7th Cir. 1980), overruled on other grounds by Felzen v. Andreas, 134 F.3d 873 (7th 

Cir. 1998) (“Settlement of the complex disputes often involved in class actions minimizes the 

litigation expenses of both parties and also reduces the strain such litigation imposes upon already 

scarce judicial resources.”). 

Review of a proposed class action settlement generally involves both a preliminary and 

final approval hearing.  Manual for Complex Litigation (Fourth) § 21.632 at 490-91 (2010).  At 

the preliminary approval stage, the court must “make a preliminary determination on the fairness, 

reasonableness, and adequacy of the settlement terms and must direct the preparation of notice of 

the certification, proposed settlement, and date of the final fairness hearing.”  Id.  “A trial court 

should not disapprove a settlement … unless, taken as a whole, the settlement appears on its face 

so unfair as to preclude judicial approval.”  Gowdey v. Commonwealth Edison Co., 37 Ill. App. 3d 

140, 149–50 (1st Dist. 1976).  “The basic consideration in determining whether a proposed 

settlement should be approved is whether it is adequate and reasonable.”  Id.  Because the 

settlement here is more than adequate and reasonable, the Court should grant preliminary approval. 

A. The settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate and should be preliminarily 

approved. 

 

The Court should preliminarily approve the proposed settlement because it is fair and 

reasonable and provides substantial benefits to the class.  “The standard used by the courts in 

evaluating a compromise [of a class action] is that the proposal must be fair and reasonable and in 

the best interest of all those who will be affected by it.”  GMAC Mortg. Corp. of Pa. v. Stapleton, 

236 Ill. App. 3d 486, 493 (1st Dist. 1992).  In determining whether a class settlement is fair and 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



8 

reasonable, courts typically look to the following factors: “(1) the strength of the case for plaintiffs 

on the merits, balanced against the money or other relief offered in settlement; (2) the defendant’s 

ability to pay; (3) the complexity, length and expense of further litigation; (4) the amount of 

opposition to the settlement; (5) the presence of collusion in reaching a settlement; (6) the reaction 

of members of the class to the settlement; (7) the opinion of competent counsel; and (8) the stage 

of proceedings and the amount of discovery completed.”  Id.  All of these factors weigh in favor 

of settlement approval. 

First, balancing the strength of Plaintiffs’ case against the benefits of the proposed 

settlement clearly favors approval.  While Plaintiffs believe strongly in the merits of their claims, 

Defendants have vigorously disputed them.  Plaintiffs and Class Counsel recognize that their 

claims have an uncertain outcome and that pursuing this litigation through trial would involve 

substantial risk, costs, and delay.  The benefits of the settlement, on the other hand, are substantial.  

Indeed, Defendants have agreed to a settlement fund in an amount equal to all of the unlawful fees 

collected during the Class Period.  The first and most important factor, therefore, clearly weighs 

in favor of approval.  See Steinberg v. Sys. Software Assocs., Inc., 306 Ill. App. 3d 157, 170 (1st 

Dist. 1999) (“The strength of plaintiff’s case on the merits balanced against the settlement amount 

is the most important factor in determining whether a settlement should be approved.”). 

The remaining factors also favor approval.  With respect to the second factor – the 

Defendants’ ability to pay – the County Board has already approved the expenditure to fund the 

settlement.  With respect to the third factor, it goes without saying that approval of the settlement 

will avoid very complex, lengthy, and expensive continued litigation.  A trial of a class action in 

and of itself would be a lengthy and complicated endeavor.  So too would be any appeals that 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



9 

certainly would follow a judgment in favor of one party or the other.   The third factor, therefore, 

also supports approval. 

With respect to the fourth and sixth factors, Class Counsel is not aware of any opposition 

to the settlement.  With respect to the fifth factor, there is nothing to suggest collusion between the 

parties.  On the contrary, all material terms of the settlement agreement were reached after multiple 

arm’s-length adversarial settlement discussions between the parties, which took place over the 

course of more than a year, with the assistance of the Court. 

In connection with the seventh factor, it is the opinion of Class Counsel – who collectively 

have several decades of class action experience – that the settlement is fair, reasonable, and 

adequate and provides a significant benefit to the class.  See Schulte v. Fifth Third Bank, 805 F. 

Supp. 2d 560, 586-87 (N.D. Ill. 2011) (concluding that class counsel’s opinion that the settlement 

was fair supported approval of the proposed settlement where counsel had extensive experience in 

class actions and complex litigation). 

Lastly, with respect to the eighth factor, the parties engaged in extensive discovery and 

conducted a detailed and time-consuming review of the Clerk of Court’s filing codes, internal 

processes, and other records.  Plaintiffs and their counsel have fought long and hard against a 

difficult adversary to reach this settlement.  Both parties are well aware of the strengths and 

weaknesses of their respective positions and the risks of pursuing litigation any further.  The eighth 

and last factor, therefore, supports approval. 

For these reasons, the Court should preliminarily approve the settlement. 

B. The settlement provides for a robust notice program that comports with due process. 

 

As noted above, class notice will be sent by email (to those registered and who selected 

“email” as their preferred means of notification) and U.S. mail, as well as by publication in the 
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Chicago Daily Law Bulletin.  A settlement website will also be maintained to provide information 

about the lawsuits, a copy of the class notice, and a downloadable claim form.  These are widely 

accepted methods of providing class notice and comport with due process.  See, e.g., In re: Sears, 

Roebuck & Co. Front-loading Washer Prod. Liab. Litig., No. 06 C 7023, 2016 WL 772785, at *7–

8 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 29, 2016) (notice by email or mail, as well as publication, was “best notice that is 

practicable” and was “reasonably calculated to reach interested parties”); Gehrich v. Chase Bank 

USA, N.A., 316 F.R.D. 215, 232 (N.D. Ill. 2016) (class notice by email and mail and then 

publication “went well beyond what was required”); In re Capital One Tel. Consumer Prot. Act 

Litig., 80 F. Supp. 3d 781, 786 (N.D. Ill. 2015) (approving notice plan that involved summary 

notice by email to class members who had an email address in defendant’s records and by mail for 

class members who opted out of receiving email from defendant, who did not have an email 

address on file, or whose emails were undeliverable). 

C. The requested incentive awards and award of attorneys’ fees are fair and reasonable 

and should be preliminarily approved. 

 

The proposed incentive awards of $10,000 to each Plaintiff are fair and reasonable.  

Incentive awards to named plaintiffs “are not atypical in class action cases … and serve to 

encourage the filing of class actions suits.”  Stapleton, 236 Ill. App. 3d at 497 (citing case in which 

$17,500 was awarded to the class representatives).  Courts have held that an incentive award “of 

$25,000 is in line with incentive fees awarded by other courts … and with the mean percentage of 

incentive fees awarded in class actions nationwide.”  Craftwood Lumber Co. v. Interline Brands, 

Inc., 11-cv-4462, 2015 WL 1399367, *6 (N.D. Ill. Mar. 23, 2015) (awarding $25,000 incentive 

award); see also In re Sw. Airlines Voucher Litig., No. 11-cv-8176, 2013 WL 4510197, *11 (N.D. 

Ill. Aug. 26, 2013) aff’d as modified, 799 F.3d 701 (7th Cir. 2015) (“Awards of $15,000 for each 

plaintiff are well within the ranges that are typically awarded in comparable cases.”).  Here, the 
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requested incentive awards are commensurate with what courts typically award in class cases, and 

are more than fair and reasonable under the circumstances. 

Considering the excellent value of the settlement, the benefits conferred on the class and 

Class Counsel’s knowledge and experience, the requested award of attorneys’ fees is also fair and 

reasonable.  In Illinois, courts “have applied a reasonableness standard in determining 

the amount of a common fund fee award, with the percentage-of-the-fund approach (percentage 

analysis) emerging as the dominant method of calculating attorneys’ fees.”  Ryan v. City of 

Chicago, 274 Ill. App. 3d 913, 922 (1st Dist. 1995).  Under the common fund doctrine, it is “well 

established” that attorneys’ fees should be calculated as a percentage of “the fund as a whole.’”  

Scholtens v. Schneider, 173 Ill. 2d 375, 385 (1996) (quoting Boeing Co. v. Van Gemert, 444 U.S. 

472, 478 (1980)).3 

In common fund cases, “courts must do their best to award counsel the market price for 

legal services, in light of the risk of nonpayment and the normal rate of compensation in the market 

at the time.”  In re Synthroid Mktg. Litig., 264 F.3d 712, 718 (7th Cir. 2001).  In other words, 

“class counsel are entitled to the fee they would have received had they handled a similar suit on 

a contingent fee basis, with a similar outcome, for a paying client.”  Retsky Family Ltd. P’ship v. 

Price Waterhouse LLP, 97-cv-7694, 2001 WL 1568856, at *4 (N.D. Ill. Dec. 10, 2001) (quoting 

Steinlauf v. Continental Ill. Corp. (In re Continental Ill. Sec. Litig.), 962 F.2d 566, 572 (7th Cir. 

1992)).  “A customary contingency fee would range from 33 1/3% to 40% of the amount 

                                                 
3 As the Supreme Court explained, “[t]he members of the class, whether or not they assert their rights, are 

at least the equitable owners of their respective shares in the recovery. *** Although [the defendant] itself 

cannot be obliged to pay fees awarded to the class lawyers, its latent claim against unclaimed money in the 

… fund may not defeat each class member’s equitable obligation to share the expenses of litigation.”  

Boeing, 444 U.S. at 481–82. 
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recovered.”  Retsky, 2001 WL 1568856, at *4; see also Ryan, 274 Ill. App. 3d 913 (affirming 

award of attorneys’ fees in the amount of 33 ⅓% of the settlement fund). 

Here, Class Counsel created a fund of $5,218,155 for the benefit of the class.  The 

attorneys’ fees requested by Class Counsel represent approximately 30% of the Settlement Fund.  

This amount is fair and reasonable given the nature of the case, the risk of nonpayment, and the 

normal rate of compensation Class Counsel likely would have received had they handled a similar 

suit on a contingent fee basis for a paying client.  It is also in line with typical percentages awarded 

in other common fund cases.  See, e.g., Ryan, 274 Ill. App. 3d 913 (33 ⅓% of the settlement fund); 

Kolinek v. Walgreen Co., 311 F.R.D. 483, 503 (N.D. Ill. 2015), appeal dismissed (Jan. 27, 2016), 

appeal dismissed (Feb. 1, 2016), appeal dismissed (Feb. 3, 2016) (granting class counsel’s request 

for attorneys’’ fees “in the amount of … 36% of the settlement fund”); Goldsmith v. Tech. Sols. 

Co., 92-cv-4374, 1995 WL 17009594, at *8 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 10, 1995) (“[W]here the percentage 

method is utilized, courts … commonly award attorneys’ fees equal to approximately one-third or 

more of the recovery.”) (citing cases awarding class counsel fees in the range of 32%-39% of the 

settlement fund).4 

Furthermore, “[w]here, as here, the settlement includes substantial affirmative relief, such 

relief must be considered in evaluating the overall benefit to the class.”  Will v. Gen. Dynamics 

Corp., 06-cv-698, 2010 WL 4818174, at *1 (S.D. Ill. Nov. 22, 2010) (citing Manual for Complex 

Litigation (Fourth) § 21.71, at 337 (2004)).  As noted above, the Clerk of Court ceased collecting 

the challenged fee as a result of this litigation.  Absent the efforts of Class Counsel, the Clerk of 

Court would have likely collected millions of dollars more in unlawful filing fees.  Through the 

                                                 
4 Even if the payment to counsel for Gassman was included, the total amount of attorneys’ fees would be 

slightly over 40% of the Settlement Fund, which is still in line with what courts award in contingency 

common fund cases.  However, Gassman’s counsel are required to file a separate fee petition to justify their 

award of fees and costs. 
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settlement, Class Counsel secured prospective relief preventing the Clerk of Court from unlawfully 

charging the fee in the future and putting in place procedures to ensure that the fee is only charged 

for motions directed to final judgments or orders.  These benefits are significant and should also 

be taken into account in awarding attorneys’ fees to Class Counsel.  

For all of these reasons, the Court should preliminarily approve the requested incentive 

awards for the named Plaintiffs and the requested award of attorneys’ fees. 

D. The Court should certify the class for settlement purposes. 

 

For the reasons set forth in Plaintiffs’ Amended Motion for Class Certification, the Court 

should also certify the class for settlement purposes.  See Amended Motion for Class Certification 

dated May 5, 2016, attached hereto as Exhibit B.  Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, 

Defendants do not oppose class certification for purposes of settlement.  See Settlement Agreement 

at Section V. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request the Court to enter the proposed order 

submitted herewith (i) granting Plaintiffs’ motion for class certification for settlement purposes 

only, appointing Plaintiffs as class representatives, and appointing Myron M. Cherry and Jacie C. 

Zolna of Myron M. Cherry & Associates, LLC, Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law 

Offices, P.C., and Larry D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd. as class counsel, (ii) preliminarily 

approving the class action settlement, award of attorneys’ fees, and requested incentive awards, 

(iii) directing that notice of the settlement be provided to the class as provided in the Settlement 

Agreement, and (iv) setting a final approval hearing. 

Dated:  November 1, 2020 Respectfully submitted, 

 

By: _/s/ Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr.  

                                                                    One of the Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

        and the Class 
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Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. 

tom@attorneyzim.com 

Sharon A. Harris 

sharon@attorneyzim.com 

ZIMMERMAN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 

77 W. Washington Street, Suite 1220  

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

(312) 440-0020 telephone 

(312) 440-4180 facsimile 

Firm I.D. No. 34418 

www.attorneyzim.com 

firm@attorneyzim.com 

 

Myron M. Cherry 

mcherry@cherry-law.com 

Jacie C. Zolna 

jzolna@cherry-law.com 

MYRON M. CHERRY & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2300 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

(312) 372-2100 

 

Larry D. Drury 

ldd@larrydrury.com 

LARRY D. DRURY, LTD. 

100 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

(312) 346-7950 

 

John H. Alexander 

john@jalexanderlaw.com 

JOHN H. ALEXANDER & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

55 W. Monroe, Suite 2455 

Chicago, Illinois 60603 

(312) 263-7731 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs and the putative Class 
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CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

 This Class Action Settlement Agreement (the “Settlement Agreement” or “Settlement”) is 

entered into by and among Plaintiffs Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. (“Midwest 

Medical”), RenX Group, LLC f/k/a Big Blue Capital Partners, LLC (“RenX”), Tomica Premovic 

(“Premovic”), and Julie Clark (“Clark”) (collectively, “Named Plaintiffs” or the “Class 

Representatives”), on behalf of themselves and on behalf of the proposed Settlement Class defined 

below (the “Settlement Class”) (the Settlement Class and the Named Plaintiffs shall be collectively 

referred to as “Plaintiffs” where applicable), on the one hand, and Defendants Dorothy Brown, as 

Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois (“Clerk of Court”) and Cook County, Illinois 

(“Cook County”) (collectively, “Defendants”), on the other hand. Plaintiffs and Defendants are 

collectively referred to herein as the “Parties.”  This Settlement is intended by the Parties to make 

clear that Named Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class fully, finally, and forever resolve, discharge 

and settle the Released Claims (defined below) upon and subject to the terms and conditions 

hereof, and subject to court approval.   

I. RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act, 705 ILCS 105/0.01, et seq. (the “Act”), 

provides that all counties having a population of 3,000,000 or more may charge litigants a fee for 

filing any petition to vacate or modify any final judgment or order of court, but the Act does not 

authorize counties to charge litigants any filing fee for a filing a petition or motion to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify any interlocutory judgment or order of court.  See 705 ILCS 105/27.2a(g). 

WHEREAS, Cook County has a population of more than 3,000,000. 

WHEREAS, each Named Plaintiff, at various times, filed a motion to vacate or reconsider 

an interlocutory judgment or order of court in a lawsuit pending in the Circuit Court of Cook 

EXHIBIT A
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County, Illinois. Despite the fact that Named Plaintiffs’ motions sought to reconsider interlocutory 

judgments or orders, and not final judgment or orders, the Clerk of Court nevertheless charged 

Named Plaintiffs a filing fee prior to accepting and as a condition for the filing of Named Plaintiffs’ 

motions.  

WHEREAS, Midwest Medical filed a putative class action lawsuit against Defendants 

captioned Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 

16986 (“Midwest Action”), RenX filed a putative class action lawsuit against Defendants 

captioned Renx Group, LLC v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 18832 (“RenX Action”), 

and Premovic filed a putative class action lawsuit against Defendants captioned Tomica Premovic 

v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 16 CH 193 (“Premovic Action”), alleging that the Clerk of 

Court’s practice was to charge litigants filing fees for filing motions or petitions to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court (the “Filing Fee”), despite the fact 

that such fees are not authorized by the Act.  

WHEREAS, the Midwest Action, RenX Action, and Premovic Action were designated as 

“related cases”, and on November 9, 2016, Midwest Medical, RenX, and Premovic filed a Second 

Amended Consolidated Class Action Complaint (“Amended Complaint”) in the Circuit Court of 

Cook County, Illinois asserting various claims against Defendants and seeking relief––

individually, and on behalf of the Settlement Class––arising from paying the allegedly unlawful 

Filing Fees.        

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2016, the circuit court dismissed the Amended Complaint, 

finding, in part, that the voluntary payment doctrine barred Plaintiffs’ claims because Plaintiffs 

failed to sufficiently plead that they paid the allegedly unlawful Filing Fees under duress.1   

                                                 
1 In so ruling, the circuit court incorporated its September 15, 2016 order dismissing Midwest Medical, 

RenX, and Premovic’s Consolidated Amended Class Action Complaint.   
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WHEREAS, in response to and as a result of the Midwest Action, RenX Action and 

Premovic Action, in February 21, 2017 a Memorandum was distributed to the Clerk of Court’s 

staff directing them to not charge fees “[f]or a petition to vacate or modify a judgment or order 

that is anything other than the judgment or order that disposes the case.” 

WHEREAS, in response to and as a result of the Midwest Action, RenX Action and 

Premovic Action, in May 2017 the Clerk of Court implemented a new policy whereby a “cover 

sheet” needs to be completed upon filing a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate or modify a 

judgment or order of court, and the party filing the motion/petition must identify whether the 

judgment/order sought to be vacated/reconsidered/modified is an interlocutory or final 

judgment/order. Starting in May 2017, it is the policy of the Clerk of Court to no longer charge a 

Filing Fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate or modify an interlocutory 

judgment or order of court.  

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2016, Midwest Medical, RenX, and Premovic filed a notice 

of appeal seeking reversal of the circuit court’s order dismissing the Amended Complaint.  

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2017, Clark filed a putative class action lawsuit against 

Defendants captioned Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 17 CH 12573 (“Clark Action”).  

Clark’s causes of action were substantially similar to those in the Amended Complaint; however, 

unlike Midwest Medical, RenX, and Premovic, Clark alleged that she paid the allegedly unlawful 

Filing Fee “under protest”.  The Midwest Action, RenX Action, Premovic Action, and Clark 

Action are collectively referred to as the “Actions”. 

WHEREAS, a putative class action was filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy 

Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same 

legal issues raised in the Actions giving rise to this Settlement.   
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WHEREAS, Defendants represent that there is a separate settlement agreement to settle 

the Gassman Action (“Gassman Settlement”) in conjunction with this Settlement, which provides 

that Defendants will pay the plaintiff’s counsel in the Gassman Action (“Gassman counsel”) their 

attorneys’ fees and costs up to the amount of $625,000, as awarded by the Court, from the 

Settlement Fund in this Settlement. Defendants also represent that the Gassman Settlement 

provides that Gassman counsel and the plaintiff in the Gassman Action shall not object, or cause 

or encourage anyone else to object, to this Settlement, including the payment of attorneys’ fees (of 

up to $1,594,385 from the Settlement Fund) to Class Counsel, Class Counsel’s Litigation Costs, 

and Service Awards of up to $10,000 to each of the Named Plaintiffs, as awarded by the Court. 

Pursuant to the Gassman Settlement, Gassman counsel must file a separate fee petition(s) seeking 

their attorneys’ fees and costs.  

WHEREAS, on February 1, 2018, the Illinois appellate court reversed the decision of the 

circuit court, upheld certain of Plaintiffs’ causes of action against Defendants, and remanded this 

matter to the circuit court. See Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., et al. v. Dorothy Brown, 

et al., 2018 IL App (1st) 163230.  In so ruling, the appellate court relied on its decision in Gassman 

v. Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook Cty., 2017 IL App (1st) 151738, in which the appellate court 

held that charging filing fees to litigants who file motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate or 

modify interlocutory judgments or orders is not authorized by the Act.  Midwest Medical, 2018 IL 

App (1st) 163230, ¶¶ 17-18.  The appellate court found that the circuit court erred in holding that 

Plaintiffs’ claims were insufficient to plead duress or fail to show they were denied access to a 

service that was necessary to them.  Id. at ¶ 39.      
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WHEREAS, after remand to the circuit court, the Parties engaged in discovery and began 

ongoing and detailed arm’s length settlement negotiations. Named Plaintiffs coordinated their 

efforts to reach a global resolution of Plaintiffs’ claims against Defendants.  

WHEREAS, Defendants filed a Motion for Partial Summary Judgment in the Clark Action, 

which the Court (Judge Sophia Hall presiding) granted in part and denied in part on November 30, 

2018; the Court ruled, inter alia, that the statute of limitations was tolled five years prior to the 

July 25, 2014 filing date of the Gassman Action.    

WHEREAS, the Parties have concluded and agreed that the interests of fairness, 

consistency, and efficiency are best served by this Settlement. 

WHEREAS, while Class Counsel and the Named Plaintiffs believe that the claims asserted 

in the Amended Complaint are meritorious, Class Counsel and the Named Plaintiffs recognize that 

the Actions have an uncertain outcome and that pursuing this litigation through trial would involve 

substantial risk, costs, and inevitable delay. Based upon their evaluation of the facts and law, and 

weighing the risks and the benefits, Class Counsel and the Named Plaintiffs have determined that 

the Settlement is fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interest of the Settlement Class. 

WHEREAS, Defendants deny any and all allegations of wrongdoing and liability, and the 

Parties understand and agree that neither the payment of consideration nor this Settlement 

Agreement shall constitute or be construed as an admission of liability or wrongdoing by 

Defendants.  Nevertheless, Defendants recognize the risks, uncertainties, and costs of litigation, 

and therefore, desire to resolve this matter through settlement. 

WHEREAS, Defendants deny that they knowingly violated the Act when they charged the 

Filing Fees, and assert that there was a legitimate legal basis for charging the Filing Fees as the 

law was unsettled prior to the appellate court’s decision in the Gassman Action. 
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NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby STIPULATED AND AGREED, by and among the 

Parties, through their counsel, and subject to approval of the Court, that the Released Claims shall 

be finally and fully compromised, settled, and released and that the Actions shall be dismissed 

with prejudice, upon and subject to the terms and conditions of this Settlement Agreement. 

II. DEFINITIONS. 

“Act” means the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act, 705 ILCS 105/0.01, et seq. 

“Actions” means, collectively, the Midwest Action, RenX Action, Premovic Action, and 

Clark Action. 

 “Amended Complaint” means the Second Amended Consolidated Class Action Complaint 

filed in Case Nos. 15 CH 16986, 15 CH 18832, and 16 CH 193. 

“Claim Form” means the form (substantially in the form of Exhibit 4) to be submitted by 

Settlement Class Members in order to participate in the Settlement. 

“Claims Deadline” means the deadline for Settlement Class Members to submit a Claim 

Form that is no more than sixty (60) days after the Notice Date. 

“Clark Action” means the putative class action lawsuit filed against Defendants captioned 

Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 17 CH 12573, alleging that the Clerk of Court’s practice 

was to charge litigants Filing Fees for filing motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

interlocutory judgments or orders of court, despite the fact that such fees are not authorized by the 

Act. 

“Class Counsel” means Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C.; 

Larry D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd.; and Myron M. Cherry and Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. 

Cherry & Associates, LLC.  The fees for Plaintiffs’ counsel, Mr. John Alexander and Mr. Arthur 

Czaja, will be paid exclusively from fees awarded by the court to Class Counsel. 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



 

7 

“Class Representatives” or “Named Plaintiffs” means Midwest Medical Records 

Association, Inc., RenX Group, LLC f/k/a Big Blue Capital Partners, LLC, Tomica Premovic, and 

Julie Clark, individually, and as the representatives of the Settlement Class. 

“Class Period” means from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017.   

“Clerk of Court” means Defendant Dorothy Brown, in her capacity as Clerk of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, Illinois. 

“Court” means the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, Hon. Raymond Mitchell 

presiding (the court in which the Actions are pending). 

“Defendants” means Defendants Dorothy Brown, in her capacity as Clerk of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, and Cook County, Illinois.  

“Detailed Notice” means the form of Settlement Class Notice, substantially in the form of 

Exhibit 3D, that the Parties will ask the Court to approve and which the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator will cause to be provided to Settlement Class Members in accordance with Section 

VIII below. 

“Effective Date” means one (1) business day following the later of (a) the date upon which 

the time expires for filing or noticing any appeal of the Final Approval Order; or (b) if there is any 

appeal(s), the date of dismissal or completion of such appeal(s), in a manner that fully affirms and 

leaves in place the Final Approval Order without any material modifications. 

“Electronic-Mail Notice” means the form of Settlement Class Notice, substantially in the 

form of Exhibit 3A, that the Parties will ask the Court to approve and which the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator will cause to be provided to Settlement Class Members in accordance 

with Section VIII below.  
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“Email-Registered Class Members” means those Settlement Class Members who are 

registered with the Circuit Court of Cook County and have selected “email” as their preferred 

means of receiving notifications. 

“Fairness Hearing” or “Final Approval Hearing” means the hearing at which the Parties 

will request the Court to confirm certification of the Settlement Class, to grant final approval of 

the Settlement Agreement as fair, reasonable, and adequate, to approve the Fee Petition, and to 

enter the Final Approval Order (substantially in the form of Exhibit 2). 

“Fee Amount” means the total amount of Individual Fee Payments. 

“Fee Petition” means Class Counsel’s application to the Court for payment of attorneys’ 

fees and reimbursement of their Litigation Costs, and for payment of Service Awards to the Named 

Plaintiffs. 

“Filing Fee” means the fees charged by the Clerk of Court for the filing of motions or 

petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the Circuit 

Court of Cook County during the Class Period. 

“Final Approval Order” or “Final Approval” means the final order entered by the Court 

(substantially in the form of Exhibit 2) approving the Settlement Agreement on the terms mutually 

satisfactory to the Parties that has become final and non-appealable.  

“Individual Award” means the specific payment that an individual Settlement Class 

Member will receive under this Settlement Agreement.  

“Individual Fee Payments” means the total amount of Filing Fees paid by a particular 

Settlement Class Member. 
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“Letter Notice” means the form of Settlement Class Notice, substantially in the form of 

Exhibit 3B, that the Parties will ask the Court to approve for the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator to provide to Settlement Class Members. 

 “Litigation Costs” means the court costs and other litigation expenses that Class Counsel 

has reasonably incurred in the prosecution of the Actions, which shall be paid by Defendants to 

Class Counsel from the Settlement Fund in an amount awarded by the Court.  

“Midwest Action” means the putative class action lawsuit filed against Defendants 

captioned Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 

16986, alleging that the Clerk of Court’s practice was to charge litigants Filing Fees for filing 

motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court, 

despite the fact that such fees are not authorized by the Act. 

“Net Settlement Fund” means $5,218,155 minus Litigation Costs, Notice Costs,  

Administration Costs, Service Awards, Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees, and Gassman counsel’s 

attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $625,000 as described herein, as awarded by the Court. 

 “Notice Date” means the date upon which the Settlement Class Notice is first disseminated 

to the Settlement Class.* 

*All deadline dates herein are subject to the exigencies in the State’s Attorney’s and Circuit 

Court Clerk’s Office competing deadlines and available personnel.  Upon request, Class Counsel 

will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time to comply with any dates herein.  In the 

event the Parties cannot agree, either party may file a motion for an extension with the court. 

“Notice List” means the list of email addresses of all Settlement Class Members who will 

receive the Electronic-Mail Notice, and, for those for whom an email address is unknown, the 

mailing addresses of all Settlement Class Members who will receive the Letter Notice.  
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“Objection” means a Settlement Class Member’s written notice of objection to the terms 

of this Settlement that shall be provided pursuant to the terms set forth below in Section X.B. 

“Opt-Out and Objection Deadline” means the deadline for a Settlement Class Member to 

submit a written Objection or Request for Exclusion that is no more than forty-five (45) days after 

the Notice Date. 

“Plaintiffs” means the Named Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class. 

“Preliminary Approval” or “Preliminary Approval Order” means the Court’s entry of the 

Preliminary Approval Order, substantially in the form of Exhibit 1. 

“Premovic Action” means the putative class action lawsuit filed against Defendants 

captioned Tomica Premovic v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 16 CH 193, alleging that the Clerk 

of Court’s practice was to charge litigants Filing Fees for filing motions or petitions to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court, despite the fact that such fees are not 

authorized by the Act. 

“Publication Notice” means the form of Settlement Class Notice, substantially in the form 

of Exhibit 3C, that the Parties will ask the Court to approve for the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator to provide to Settlement Class Members. 

“Released Claims” means the claims against the Released Parties that the Named Plaintiffs 

and Settlement Class Members release pursuant to the terms of this Settlement, as set forth below 

in Section IV. 

“RenX Action” means the putative class action lawsuit filed against Defendants captioned 

Renx Group, LLC v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 18832, alleging that the Clerk of 

Court’s practice was to charge litigants Filing Fees for filing motions or petitions to reconsider, 
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vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court, despite the fact that such fees are not 

authorized by the Act. 

“Request for Exclusion” or “Opt-Out” means the timely written communication by or on 

behalf of a person in the Settlement Class in which he or she requested to be excluded from the 

Settlement Class, as set forth below in Section X.A. 

“Service Award” means the monetary award that Class Counsel will petition the Court to 

award to each Named Plaintiff for serving as a Class Representative and assisting in the 

prosecution of the Actions to be paid by Defendants from the Settlement Fund. 

“Settlement” or “Settlement Agreement” means the terms and conditions of this Class 

Action Settlement Agreement. 

 “Settlement Class” or “Settlement Class Members” means all individuals and entities that 

paid a fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory 

judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois during the Class Period.  

The Settlement Class does not include any individuals or entities who received a waiver or refund 

for any such fee. Also excluded from the Settlement Class are Defendants, Defendants’ agents, 

subsidiaries, parents, successors, predecessors, and any entity in which Defendants or their parents 

have a controlling interest, and those entities’ current and former employees, officers, and 

directors, the Judge to whom this case is assigned and the Judge’s immediate family. The 

Settlement Class is comprised of approximately 77,306 individuals and entities that paid a Filing 

Fee during the Class Period. 2 

                                                 
2 This figure is approximate and based on Defendants’ records showing the number of motions and petitions 

to reconsider, vacate, and/or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court that have been filed in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County during the Class Period, minus the number of filers who were refunded the 

fee or obtained a fee waiver. Class Counsel has verified the computer codes and methodology used to 

calculate the figures.      
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“Settlement Class Notice” means the notice of the pendency and proposed Settlement of 

the Actions, including the Electronic-Mail Notice, Letter Notice, Publication Notice, and Detailed 

Notice, substantially in the forms of Exhibits 3A, 3B, 3C, and 3D, respectively. 

“Settlement Fund” means a fund of $5,218,155 paid by Defendants.  Defendants retain the 

Settlement Fund until Final Approval. If Final Approval does not occur, Defendants shall 

separately pay to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator all Notice Costs and Administration 

Costs incurred by the Third-Party Settlement Administrator as of the date of termination (as to 

which Defendants shall have no right of reimbursement from any person, including the Settlement 

Administrator, Plaintiffs, or Class Counsel). See Section XI below.  

“Settlement Webpage” means an informational webpage about the Settlement to be set up 

and maintained by the Third-Party Settlement Administrator (defined below) through the Effective 

Date, as more fully described below in Section VIII.D. 

“Third-Party Settlement Administrator” means the third party chosen by Class Counsel and 

approved by the Court to administer the Settlement Class Notice, as defined above.  The Third-

Party Settlement Administrator will be paid fully from the Settlement Fund as defined above.  The  

amount to be paid to the Third Party Settlement Administrator is estimated between $46,880 to 

$91,023 depending on a one to thirty percent Claims Rate, respectively. 

III. SETTLEMENT PAYMENT AND PLAN OF ALLOCATION. 

A. The Settlement Class: The Parties hereby stipulate and agree that, solely for the 

purpose of this Settlement Agreement, the Settlement Class is maintainable as a class action under 

Illinois Code of Civil Procedure Section 2-801.  To effectuate settlement only, Plaintiffs and 

Defendants will request that the Court certify the Settlement Class.  Plaintiffs believe there are 
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approximately 77,306 persons and entities in the Settlement Class, based upon Defendants’ 

records, which Class Counsel has verified.   

 B. Settlement Fund: Defendants shall fully resolve and settle the Actions by paying 

into the Settlement Fund, retained by Defendants until Final Approval, the estimated total amount 

of money in Filing Fees collected by Defendants for the filing of motions or petitions to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County 

during the Class Period (the “Fee Amount”). Based on the information in Defendants’ records, the 

Parties have calculated the estimated Fee Amount to be $5,218,155 from July 25, 2009 to February 

21, 2017, which is the date on which the Clerk distributed a memo to its staff instructing them not 

to charge the fee “[f]or a petition to vacate or modify a judgment or order that is anything other 

than the judgment or order that disposes of the case.”  The Fee Amount represents the estimated 

amount of actual monetary damages incurred by Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members as a 

result of Defendants’ alleged assessment of Filing Fees in violation of the Act, as alleged in the 

Actions and the Gassman Action, during the Class Period. Defendants shall pay $5,218,155 into 

the Settlement Fund. This Settlement Fund is intended to be all-inclusive and is intended to fully 

and finally resolve any and all claims that Named Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members have 

against Defendants, as set forth below in Section IV. The Settlement Fund includes all Individual 

Awards as defined herein to Named Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members who submit valid 

and timely Claim Forms, Litigation Costs associated with the Actions, payment to the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator, and the costs incurred by Class Counsel estimated to be $10,000 as of 

the date of this agreement and awarded by the Court, attorneys’ fees incurred by Class Counsel 

and awarded by the Court, Service Awards to each Named Plaintiff as awarded by the Court, and 
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payment of up to $625,000 to Gassman counsel for their attorneys’ fees and costs, as awarded by 

the Court.  Defendants retain the Settlement Fund until Final Approval. 

 C. Notice and Administration Costs: All costs of the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator issuing the Settlement Class Notice to Settlement Class Members (“Notice Costs”), 

and the costs of administration of the Settlement (“Administration Costs”) will be paid by 

Defendants from the Settlement Fund. 

 D. Class Counsel’s Attorneys’ Fees: As set forth in detail in Section IX below, Class 

Counsel will seek, and Defendants agree not object to, an award of up to $1,594,385 from the 

Settlement Fund for Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees. Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees awarded by 

the Court shall be paid by the Third-Party Settlement Administrator within twenty-eight (28) days 

after the Effective Date pursuant to the instructions in Section IX.       

 E. Gassman Counsel’s Attorneys’ Fees: Pursuant to the Gassman Settlement, the 

Third-Party Settlement Administrator will pay Gassman counsel for their attorneys’ fees and costs 

up to the amount of $625,000, as awarded by the Court, from the Settlement Fund in this Settlement 

within twenty-eight (28) days after the Effective Date. 

 F. Class Counsel’s Litigation Costs: Defendants shall reimburse Class Counsel for all 

court costs and litigation expenses reasonably incurred in the prosecution of the Actions 

(“Litigation Costs”), estimated to be $10,000 as of the date below.  The Litigation Costs are subject 

to Court approval and will be set forth and requested by Class Counsel in the Fee Petition. The 

Litigation Costs shall be paid by the Third-Party Settlement Administrator directly to Class 

Counsel within twenty-eight (28) days after the Effective Date.       

 G. Service Awards: Defendants shall pay any service awards awarded by the Court to 

the Named Plaintiffs (“Service Awards”).  The Service Awards are subject to Court approval and 
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will be set forth and requested by Class Counsel in the Fee Petition.  Defendants agree that they 

will not object to Plaintiffs’ request for Service Awards that do not exceed $10,000 to each Named 

Plaintiff. The Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall pay any Service Awards directly to the 

Named Plaintiffs within twenty-eight (28) days after the Effective Date.   

H. Distribution of the Net Settlement Fund: The Net Settlement Fund shall be 

distributed to Settlement Class Members.  To receive a payment pursuant to the Settlement, a 

Settlement Class Member will be required to submit a Claim Form. Within fourteen (14) days after 

the Effective Date, Defendants shall transfer to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator the funds 

to pay all valid claims provided by a list from the Third-Party Administrator on or before the Final 

Approval Date containing the approved claim amount by party and case name, Class Counsel’s 

attorneys’ fees and Litigation Costs awarded by the Court, Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees and 

costs as awarded by the Court, Service Awards awarded by the Court, and the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator’s Notice Costs and Administration Costs. Within twenty-eight (28) days 

after the Effective Date, the Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall send a check to each of 

the Settlement Class Members who did not Opt-Out of the Settlement and submitted a valid Claim 

Form in the amount of their Individual Award or the pro rata amount of their Individual Award in 

the event that the approved Individual Awards exceed the Net Settlement Fund.  If any funds 

remain in the Net Settlement Fund after payment of the Individual Awards, the remaining funds 

will revert back to Defendants.  

1. Claim Forms: As more fully set forth below in Section VIII, each Settlement 

Class Member will be sent Class Notice that is customized for that particular Settlement Class 

Member in substantially the form of Exhibit 3A or Exhibit 3B, stating the caption(s) of the case(s) 
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in which the Filing Fees were paid, and the date(s) on which the Filing Fees were paid, as shown 

in Defendants’ records.  

a. Agreement with Amounts on the Customized Class Notice. 

Settlement Class Members who do not dispute the accuracy of the 

customized Class Notice may sign and mail the Claim Form by the 

Claims Deadline.  

b. Fillable Claim Form. Settlement Class Members who dispute the 

accuracy of the customized Class Notice and those who believe they 

are Settlement Class Members but did not receive a customized 

Class Notice, may download a Claim Form from the Settlement 

Webpage or request a Claim Form by calling the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator, and send their completed Claim Form to 

the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, along with 

documentation to support their claimed amount paid in Filing Fees. 

If any Settlement Class Member disputes their Individual Fee 

Payments and provides a receipt or other sufficient documentation 

to support their claimed amount paid in Filing Fees, then that 

Settlement Class Member’s Individual Award will be calculated 

based on the valid Filing Fees.  

c. How Disputes Resolved. The Third-Party Settlement Administrator 

shall review the documentation submitted in support of a Claim 

Form proffered by a Class Member due to a dispute about that Class 

Member’s Individual Fee Payment, and make their determination as 
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to whether, and to what extent, to adjust a Settlement Class 

Member’s Individual Fee Payment, if at all. If Defendants ask to 

review the Third-Party Settlement Administrator’s determination(s) 

and believe the Individual Fee Payment should not be adjusted, 

then—no later than twenty-one (21) days after the Claims 

Deadline—they must provide Class Counsel with the reason for 

their conclusion and with any documentation received from a 

Settlement Class Member that the Settlement Class Member 

believes calls for such an adjustment. The Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator and Class Counsel and Defendants’ counsel shall 

have the right to verify all of the information and documents 

submitted in support of a Claim Form in order to verify the accuracy 

of the claim and guard against fraudulent claims. If Class Counsel 

or Defendants’ counsel do not agree with the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator’s conclusion that any disputed claim(s) should or 

should not be adjusted, then Class Counsel or Defendants’ counsel 

may file and present a motion to the Court for the Court to resolve 

the dispute.  

2. Payments by Check. No later than twenty-one (21) days after the Claims 

Deadline, the Third-Party Settlement Administrator will provide a list to Class Counsel and 

Defendants’ counsel setting forth the name of each Settlement Class Member who submitted a 

valid and timely Claim Form and each Settlement Class Member’s respective approved Individual 

Fee Payment, along with a declaration attesting to the claimant and payment information for all 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



 

18 

claims to be paid and disallowed. Class Counsel and Defendants counsel shall have the right to 

verify and challenge the payment information and determinations with respect to all claims to be 

paid and disallowed. Provided Class Counsel and Defendant’s counsel do not raise any disputes 

with respect to the list and declaration, then within twenty-eight (28) days after the Effective Date, 

the Third-Party Settlement Administrator will mail a check to all Settlement Class Members who 

submitted a valid and timely Claim Form in the amount of their Individual Award or the pro rata 

amount of their Individual Award in the event that the approved Individual Awards exceed the Net 

Settlement Fund. If any funds remain in the Net Settlement Fund after payment of the Individual 

Awards, the remaining funds will revert back to Defendants as set forth above. 

3. Uncashed Checks: If any checks sent to Settlement Class Members are not 

cashed after six (6) months from the date of issuance, those checks shall be void and the amounts 

of the uncashed checks shall revert back to Defendants.   

4. Payment is Final and Conclusive: Payment in accordance with this 

Settlement Agreement shall be deemed final and conclusive against all Settlement Class Members. 

Settlement Class Members who fail to Opt-Out shall be bound by all terms of this Settlement 

Agreement, including the Final Approval Order and the release of the Released Claims.  All 

proceedings with respect to the administration, processing and determination of claims and the 

determination of all controversies relating thereto, including disputed questions of law and fact 

with respect to the validity of a claim, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Court.  

I. Reporting: No later than twenty-one (21) days after the Opt-Out and Objection 

Deadline, the Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall inform Class Counsel of the number and 

identities of Opt-Outs, if any.   
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IV. RELEASE. 

 Released Claims: Upon the Effective Date and in consideration of Defendants’ payment of 

the Settlement Amount, Named Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members, on behalf of themselves, 

and their present or former agents, employees, owners, shareholders, principals, officers, directors, 

attorneys, heirs, representatives, family members, executors, administrators, assignees, 

predecessors and/or successors in interest, parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, related 

companies, hereby fully, finally, and forever release and forever discharge Defendants, and their 

present or former agents, employees, owners, shareholders, principals, officers, directors, 

attorneys, heirs, representatives, family members, executors, administrators, assignees, 

predecessors and/or successors in interest, parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, related 

companies, and insurers (“Released Parties”), of and from any and all direct, individual, or class 

claims, rights or causes of action or liabilities whatsoever, whether known or unknown, whether 

accrued or unaccrued, and whether arising under federal, state, local, statutory, common or any 

other law, rule, or regulation that arise out of and are based on the factual predicate underlying the 

claims during the Class Period in the Actions (the “Released Claims”).  

V. CERTIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT CLASS. 

For purposes of this Settlement only and subject to the approval of the Court, the Parties 

stipulate to certification of the Settlement Class defined and described above and to the 

appointment of Midwest Medical, RenX, Premovic, and Clark as the Class Representatives for the 

Settlement Class.  Should the Court not enter the Final Approval Order or the Effective Date not 

occur, the certification of the Settlement Class shall be void, the Settlement Class shall be 

automatically decertified, and this Settlement Agreement shall not constitute, be construed as, or 

be admissible as evidence of, an admission by any Party, or be used for any purpose whatsoever 
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in the Actions or any other lawsuit.  If the Settlement Agreement is not approved or is terminated 

for any reason, all rights and positions of the Parties existing prior to the execution of this 

Settlement Agreement with respect to class certification shall be preserved. 

VI. PRELIMINARY APPROVAL. 

Plaintiffs and Class Counsel will use their best efforts to apply to the Court for an order 

preliminarily approving the terms of the Settlement Agreement.  The motion for Preliminary 

Approval (and all subsequent motions relating to the approval of the Settlement) shall be filed with 

and determined by the Court and will include a request that the Court: 

1. Certify the Settlement Class for settlement purposes only;  

2. Appoint Midwest Medical, RenX, Premovic, and Clark as the Class 

Representatives of the Settlement Class;  

3. Appoint Class Counsel to represent the Settlement Class;  

4. Explain that Plaintiffs’ claims in the Amended Complaint may have merit, 

but that Plaintiffs and Class Counsel recognize that the claims in the Actions 

have an uncertain outcome, and that pursuing this litigation through trial 

would involve substantial risk, costs, and inevitable delay; and based upon 

their evaluation of the facts and law, and weighing the risks and the benefits, 

Class Counsel and the Named Plaintiffs have determined that the Settlement 

is fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interest of the Settlement Class;  

5. Preliminarily approve the Settlement Agreement and plan of allocation for 

purposes of disseminating notice to the Settlement Class; 

6. Appoint KCC LLC as the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, and 

approve the form and contents of the Settlement Class Notice, Claim Form, 
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and the method of dissemination of Settlement Class Notice to Settlement 

Class Members; and 

7. Schedule a Fairness Hearing to (a) review and rule upon any Objections to 

the Settlement, (b) consider the fairness, reasonableness, and adequacy of 

the Settlement, (c) consider whether the Court should issue the Final 

Approval Order approving the Settlement and granting the Fee Petition and 

Service Awards and dismissing the Actions with prejudice, and (d) consider 

such other matters as the Court may deem appropriate. 

The proposed Preliminary Approval Order (substantially in the form of Exhibit 1) will be 

submitted with the motion seeking Preliminary Approval.  

VII. FINAL APPROVAL. 

A. This Settlement Agreement is subject to and conditioned upon the Court’s entry of 

a Final Approval Order (substantially in the form of Exhibit 2) following the Fairness Hearing.  

Class Counsel shall file a motion requesting final approval of the Settlement at least seven (7) days 

before the Fairness Hearing. 

B. Upon the Effective Date, the Parties will stipulate to the dismissal of the Actions 

with prejudice, with all Parties to bear their own costs, expenses, and fees except as provided under 

this Settlement Agreement. 

VIII. SETTLEMENT CLASS NOTICE. 

A. Notice List: Within seven (7) days after Preliminary Approval, Defendants will 

provide to Class Counsel and the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, in a format that Class 

Counsel and the Third-Party Settlement Administrator can read and interpret the following 

information (in addition to the information in the definition of “Notice List”) for each Filing Fee 
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each Settlement Class Member paid in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, during the Class 

Period: (1) the caption(s) of the case(s) in which the Filing Fees were paid (i.e., the Parties and the 

court number), (2) the name, address, and email (if available) for the person or entity that paid the 

Filing Fee, and (3) the date(s) on which each of the Filing Fees were paid in each case. See, e.g., 

Exhibit 3A (Electronic-Mail Notice), Exhibit 3B (Letter Notice).  

B. Direct Notice: The Settlement Class Notice shall be disseminated by the Third-

Party Settlement Administrator as follows: 

1. Electronic Mail: Direct notice via electronic mail will be sent to all Email-

Registered Class Members. No later than twenty-one (21) days after Defendants provide the Notice 

List to Class Counsel and the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator shall attempt to transmit via electronic mail the Electronic-Mail Notice 

(substantially in the form of Exhibit 3A) to the Email-Registered Class Members. The Electronic-

Mail Notice will be personalized for each Email-Registered Settlement Class Member so as to 

provide the following information that is contained in Defendants’ records: (1) the caption(s) of 

the case(s) in which the Filing Fees were paid (i.e., the parties and the court number), (2) the 

$67.50* as the amount of each Filing Fee agreed to fairly compensate Settlement Class Members 

in each case (in the event a Settlement Class Member provides a receipt or other documentation 

showing that more than $67.50 was paid to the Clerk of Court for the filing of a motion or petition 

to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of 

Cook County during the Class Period, the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, upon reviewing 

and accepting the Class Member’s documentation, will reimburse the Class Member at the level 

evidenced by the documentation), and (3) the date(s) on which each of the Filing Fees were paid 

in each case. 
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In the event an Electronic-Mail Notice is returned as undeliverable after two attempts, the 

Third-Party Settlement Administrator will send direct notice to that Settlement Class Member via 

U.S. mail to the address listed in the Notice List for that Settlement Class Member, in the manner 

set forth below in Section VIII.B.2. 

2. U.S. Mail: Direct notice via U.S. mail will be sent to all Settlement Class 

Members in the Notice List who are not Email-Registered Class Members, including all Settlement 

Class Members who filed a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory 

judgment or order of court as a pro se litigant.  No later than twenty-one (21) days after Defendants 

provide the Notice List to Class Counsel and the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, the Third-

Party Settlement Administrator shall mail the Letter Notice (substantially in the form of Exhibit 

3B) to all Settlement Class Members who are not Email-Registered Class Members.  The Letter 

Notice will be mailed to the addresses listed in the Notice List, and will be personalized for each 

Settlement Class Member so as to provide the following information that is contained in 

Defendants’ records: (1) the caption(s) of the case(s) in which the Filing Fees were paid (i.e., the 

parties and the court number), (2) the $67.50* as the amount of each Filing Fee agreed to fairly 

compensate Settlement Class Members in each case (in the event a Settlement Class Member 

provides a receipt or other documentation showing that more than $67.50 was paid to the Clerk of 

Court for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory 

judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County during the Class Period, the Third-

Party Settlement Administrator, upon reviewing and accepting the Class Member’s 

documentation, will reimburse the Class Member at the level evidenced by the documentation), 

and (3) the date(s) on which each of the Filing Fees were paid in each case. 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



 

24 

In the event that a Letter Notice is returned as undeliverable, the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator shall attempt to obtain that Settlement Class Member’s updated mailing address and 

resend the Letter Notice to them.   

C. Publication Notice: No later than twenty-one (21) days after Defendants provide 

the Notice List to Class Counsel, the Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall cause the 

Publication Notice (substantially in the form of Exhibit 3C) to be published two (2) times in the 

Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, and any other publications the Court deems necessary. The 

Publication Notice will supplement the Electronic-Mail Notice, Letter Notice, Detailed Notice, 

and the Settlement Webpage.    

D. Settlement Webpage: Prior to the time the Settlement Class Notice is disseminated, 

and no later than twenty-one (21) days after the Third-Party Settlement Administrator receives the 

Notice List, the Third Party Settlement Administrator shall cause the Settlement Webpage to be 

activated on the Internet.  The Settlement Webpage shall include a telephone number of the Third-

Party Settlement Administrator for Settlement Class Members to call for information; links to the 

Detailed Notice (substantially in the form of Exhibit 3D); relevant case documents in connection 

with the Settlement Agreement; a downloadable Claim Form that can be submitted with supporting 

documents if Settlement Class Members dispute the accuracy of their Individual Fee Payments or 

if someone believes they are a Settlement Class Member but did not receive a customized Claim 

Form; and such other documents and information as may be agreed on by the Parties or ordered 

by the Court. 

E.  Declaration Regarding Notice: No later than thirty-five (35) days after Defendants 

provide the Notice List to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator, the Third-Party Settlement 
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Administrator shall provide a declaration to the Parties attesting that all forms of Notice were 

provided as required in Sections VIII.B and VIII.C above. 

IX. ATTORNEYS’ FEES, LITIGATION COSTS, THIRD-PARTY SETTLEMENT 

ADMINISTRATOR COSTS, AND SERVICE AWARDS. 

 

Class Counsel will make an application to the Court (the “Fee Petition”) for payment from 

the Settlement Fund of attorneys’ fees in an amount of up to $1,594,385 from the Settlement Fund. 

The Fee Petition shall also include Class Counsel’s application for reimbursement of their 

Litigation Costs, and for the payment of Service Awards of an amount up to and no greater than 

$10,000 to each Named Plaintiff.  The Fee Petition shall be filed at least seven (7) days before the 

Opt-Out and Objection Deadline, and the Fee Petition may be amended or supplemented no later 

than seven (7) days before the Fairness Hearing.  Defendants will not object to any of the amounts 

sought in the Fee Petition.   

Within fourteen (14) days of the Effective Date, Defendants shall transfer the following 

amounts to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator: Class Counsel’s Litigation Costs awarded 

by the Court, Administration Costs and Notice Costs incurred by the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator, Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees awarded by the Court, the Service Awards awarded 

by the Court, and, pursuant to the Gassman Settlement, Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees and 

costs awarded by the Court. The Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall remit Class Counsel’s 

attorneys’ fees and Litigation Costs awarded by the Court directly to Myron M. Cherry & 

Associates, LLC, Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C., and Larry D. Drury, Ltd. in the amount of each 

firm’s respective share of the attorneys’ fee award and Litigation Costs award as agreed in a signed 

writing delivered to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator by all three firms. The Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator shall not remit any of Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fee award or Litigation 

Costs award to any of Class Counsel until the Third-Party Settlement Administrator receives the 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



 

26 

foregoing written authorization. The Third-Party Settlement Administrator shall remit Gassman 

counsel’s attorneys’ fees and costs to Gassman counsel pursuant to the terms of the Gassman 

Settlement. 

Neither Class Counsel’s nor Named Plaintiffs’ support for the Settlement Agreement as 

fair and reasonable is conditioned upon the Court’s award of the requested attorneys’ fees, 

Litigation Costs, or Service Awards. Further, the terms and enforcement of the Settlement 

Agreement are not conditioned on the approval of an award of the requested attorneys’ fees, 

Litigation Costs, Service Awards, Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees and costs, or the Court’s 

approval of the Gassman Settlement.   

X. OPT-OUTS AND OBJECTIONS. 

A. Right to Exclusion: Any Settlement Class Member may submit a Request for 

Exclusion from the Settlement Class postmarked on or before the Opt-Out and Objection Deadline. 

In order to exercise the right to be excluded, a Settlement Class Member must timely send a written 

Request for Exclusion to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator providing: their name and 

address; their physical signature; the case name and court number of the Midwest Action; and a 

statement that they wish to be excluded from the Settlement Class. Any person who elects to Opt-

Out of the Settlement Class shall: (a) not be bound by any orders or the Final Approval Order 

entered in any of the Actions; (b) not be entitled to relief under this Settlement Agreement; (c) not 

gain any rights by virtue of this Settlement Agreement; and (d) not be entitled to object to any 

aspect of this Settlement Agreement.  No person may Opt-Out of the Settlement Class through a 

so-called “mass” or “class” opt-out. 

B. Right to Object: Any Settlement Class Member who does not Opt-Out of the 

Settlement Class may object to the Settlement or any portion of the Settlement Agreement in 
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writing, in person, or through counsel at the Fairness Hearing, at their own expense (“Objection”). 

The Settlement Class Notice shall specify that any Objection to the Settlement, and any papers 

submitted in support of said Objection, shall be considered by the Court at the Fairness Hearing 

only if, on or before the Opt-Out and Objection Deadline approved by the Court and specified in 

the Settlement Class Notice, the person making the Objection files notice of an intention to do so 

and at the same time: (a) files copies of any papers they propose to be submitted at the Fairness 

Hearing with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County; and (b) sends copies of such papers 

by mail, hand, or overnight delivery service to the following:  

For Plaintiffs: 

 

Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. 

Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C. 

77 W. Washington St., Suite 1220 

Chicago, IL 60602  

 

For Defendants: 

Marie Spicuzza 

Assistant State’s Attorney 

Attn: Interlocutory Fee Settlement 

500 Richard J. Daley Center 

Chicago, IL 60602 

  

Any Settlement Class Member who intends to object to this Settlement must include in the 

written Objection: (a) their name and address; (b) their arguments, citations, reasons, and evidence 

supporting the Objection (including copies of any documents relied on); (c) a statement that they 

are a Settlement Class Member; (d) the case caption and court number of a case in which they filed 

a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court 

within the Class Period; (e) documentary proof that they paid a fee to the Clerk of Court for the 

filing of such motion or petition; (f) a statement that such fee was not waived or refunded; (g) their 

physical signature; and (h) a statement indicating whether they intend to appear at the Fairness 
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Hearing with or without counsel.  Any Settlement Class Member who fails to object in the manner 

prescribed herein shall be deemed to have waived their objections and be forever barred from 

making any such objections in the Actions or in any other action or proceeding.  While the 

statements described above in this paragraph are prima facie evidence that the objector is a member 

of the Settlement Class, subject to verification based on the Parties’ records, in the event of 

inaccuracies or inconsistencies in the statements, any of the Parties may take limited discovery 

regarding the matter, subject to Court approval.   

XI. TERMINATION AND PRESERVATION OF RIGHTS. 

The Settlement Agreement is admissible in the Court solely for the purposes of effectuating 

and enforcing this Settlement. If the Settlement Agreement does not receive the Preliminary 

Approval of the Court or the Final Approval Order is not entered, any and all rights of the Parties 

existing prior to the execution of this Settlement Agreement, including but not limited to Plaintiffs’ 

right to seek and Defendants’ right to oppose certification of a class in the Actions, shall be 

preserved, and the Actions shall proceed in all respects as if the Settlement Agreement and any 

related orders had not been entered.  In such event, none of the terms of the Settlement Agreement 

shall be admissible in any trial or otherwise used against any Party, except to enforce the terms 

thereof that relate to the Parties’ obligations in the event of termination. Defendants shall have no 

right of reimbursement from any person, including Plaintiffs and Class Counsel, for any costs 

related to the Settlement Class Notice or processing of claims incurred by the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator as of the date of termination.  Any portion of the Settlement Amount that 

has been transferred to the Third-Party Settlement Administrator or any other entity shall be 

returned to Defendants, less Notice Costs and Administration Costs incurred by the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator as of the date of termination (as to which Defendants shall have no right 
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of reimbursement from any person, including the Settlement Administrator, Plaintiffs, or Class 

Counsel). If Defendants have not transferred any funds to the Third-Party Settlement 

Administrator as of the date of termination, Defendants shall separately pay to the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator all Notice Costs and Administration Costs incurred by the Third-Party 

Settlement Administrator as of the date of termination (as to which Defendants shall have no right 

of reimbursement from any person, including the Settlement Administrator, Plaintiffs, or Class 

Counsel). 

XII. PROSPECTIVE RELIEF. 

 The Clerk of the Court’s efiling system requires efilers to select whether they are filing a 

motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a court order. If they select that they are efiling a motion to 

vacate/reconsider/modify a court order, they must select whether they are filing a motion to 

vacate/reconsider/modify a final judgment/order or a non-final judgment/order. If they select that 

they are efiling a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a final judgment/order, they must select 

whether it is being filed within 30 days or more than 30 days of entry of the judgment/order. If 

they choose “within 30 days” they are charged $60.00; if they choose “more than 30 days” they 

are charged $75.00. If they select that they are efiling a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a non-

final judgment/order, they are not charged a fee. The Clerk of the Court does not review the efiler’s 

motions to determine whether the efiler is seeking to vacate/reconsider/modify a final or non-final 

judgment/order. The Clerk of Court may seek Court approval to modify this policy. 

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

A. Exhibits: The exhibits to this Settlement Agreement are integral parts of the Parties’ 

agreement and are incorporated by reference as if set forth herein. 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



 

30 

B. Governing Law and Forum: The Settlement Agreement and all documents 

necessary to effectuate it shall be governed by the laws of the state Illinois, without giving effect 

to choice-of-law principles.  The Court shall retain jurisdiction over the implementation and 

enforcement of the terms of the Settlement Agreement, and the Parties shall submit to the 

jurisdiction of the Court for these purposes. 

C. Good Faith and Arm’s Length Negotiations: The Parties agree that the Settlement 

Amount and the other terms of the Settlement were negotiated at arm’s length and in good faith 

by the Parties and reflect a settlement that was reached voluntarily after consultation with 

experienced legal counsel and with the assistance of the Court. 

D. Cooperation: Class Counsel and Defendants’ counsel agree to cooperate fully with 

one another in seeking Court entry of the orders granting Preliminary Approval and Final Approval 

of the Settlement Agreement, and to promptly agree upon and execute all such other 

documentation as may be reasonably required to obtain Preliminary Approval of the Settlement 

Agreement and the Court's entry of the Final Approval Order.   

E. Authorization to Sign: The persons executing this Settlement Agreement represent 

that they have been duly authorized to do so and that they have the authority to take appropriate 

action required or permitted to be taken pursuant to the Settlement Agreement in order to effectuate 

its terms. 

F. Confidentiality: The Parties shall maintain the strict confidentiality of the terms of 

the Settlement and Settlement Agreement prior to its filing with the Court. 

G. No Assignment: Each Party represents and warrants that they have not assigned 

any claims that they may have against the other.  
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H. Advice of Counsel: This Settlement Agreement is executed by the Parties after 

consultation with and upon the advice of their own attorneys, and without reliance upon any 

statement or representation of the other Parties or their attorneys or agents. 

I. No Party Is the Drafter: None of the Parties hereto shall be considered to be the 

drafter of this Settlement Agreement or any provision hereof for the purpose of any statute, case 

law, or rule of interpretation or construction that would or might cause any provision to be 

construed against the drafter thereof. As such, this Settlement Agreement shall not be construed 

more strictly against one Party than another.  

J. No Admission: Defendants deny any and all allegations of wrongdoing and 

liability, and the Parties understand and agree that neither the payment of consideration nor this 

Settlement Agreement shall constitute or be construed as an admission of liability or wrongdoing 

by Defendants. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be construed in any action or 

proceeding of any kind whatsoever, civil, criminal, or otherwise, before any court, administrative 

agency, regulatory body, or any other body or authority, present or future, as an admission by 

Defendants that Defendants have engaged in any conduct or practices that violate any rule or law. 

K. No Waiver: The waiver by any Party of a breach of this Settlement Agreement by 

any other Party shall not be deemed a waiver of any other breach of this Settlement Agreement.   

L. Complete Agreement: This Settlement Agreement with exhibits hereto constitutes 

the entire agreement of the Parties with respect to their subject matter and supersedes any prior 

agreement.  Extrinsic evidence may be used only, however, where a term or condition herein is 

ambiguous and an item, document, or evidence referenced herein but not included may provide 

clarity as to the Parties’ intent.  No representations or inducements have been made by any Party 

hereto concerning the Settlement Agreement other than those contained, memorialized, or 
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referenced herein.  The provisions of the Settlement Agreement and its exhibits may not be 

modified or amended, nor may any of their provisions be waived, except by a writing signed by 

all Parties hereto or their successors-in-interest. The Prospective Relief in Section XII can only be 

modified if the Clerk of Court seeks approval of the Court for the modification and the Court grants 

the modification requested. 

M. Severability: If any part, term, or provision of this Settlement Agreement is held by 

the Court to be illegal or in conflict with any law, the validity of the remaining portions or 

provisions shall not be affected and the rights and obligations of the Parties shall be construed and 

enforced as if the Settlement Agreement did not contain the particular invalid part, term, or 

provision. 

N. Execution in Counterparts: This Settlement Agreement may be executed in one or 

more counterparts, each of which when so executed shall constitute an original, but all of which 

together shall constitute the same instrument. Fax and PDF copies of signatures shall be treated as 

originals for all purposes. 

O. Recitals: The Recitals are hereby incorporated into and made a part of this 

Settlement Agreement.  

 

[Signatures on the Following Pages]  
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COI.JNSEL FOR NAMED PLA]NTIFFS AND TIIE SETTIEMENT CLASS:

octouer 13 . zozo

October _,2CI20
Larry D. Drury
L,qRRy D. Dnunv, Lm.

October_,2020

October _,202A

October ,2020

October _,2020

Myron M. Cherry
Mynou M. Cnrnny & Assocnres, LLC

Jacie C. Talna
MynoNM. Crmnny &AssocrarEs, LLC

John H. Alexander
Jotu.t H. ATSIGNDER & Assochres, P.C.

Arthur C.Czaja
Annnn C. CzNx& Assocrarss
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EXHIBIT 1 – [proposed] Preliminary Approval Order 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 

 

MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS 

ASSOCIATION, INC., RENX GROUP, LLC,  

f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, 

TOMICA PREMOVIC, and JULIE CLARK, 

individually, and on behalf of all others similarly 

situated, 

 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

 

DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the Circuit Court 

of Cook County, Illinois, MARIA PAPPAS, as 

Treasurer of Cook County, Illinois, and COOK 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, a body politic and corporate, 

 

Defendants. 

____________________________________________ 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

 

Case No. 15 CH 16986 

 

(Related cases:  15 CH 18832,    

16 CH 193, and 17 CH 12573) 

 

 
 
Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell 

 

 

 

  

 

[PROPOSED] PRELIMINARY APPROVAL ORDER 

 The matter before the Court is the motion of Plaintiffs MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS 

ASSOCIATION, INC. (“Midwest Medical”), RENX GROUP, LLC f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL  

PARTNERS, LLC (“RenX”), TOMICA PREMOVIC (“Premovic”), and JULIE CLARK 

(“Clark”) (collectively, “Class Representatives” or “Plaintiffs”) for preliminary approval of a 

proposed class action settlement with Defendants DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, Illinois (“Clerk of Court”), and COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS (“Cook 

County”) (collectively, “Defendants”) on behalf of a Settlement Class.  The proposed Settlement 

would resolve all of the claims asserted by Plaintiffs and members of the proposed Settlement 

Class in these related cases against Defendants (collectively, the “Actions”).1   

                                                           
1 A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 

12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues raised in the four class action lawsuits 

giving rise to this Settlement. The Gassman Action was also settled in conjunction with this Settlement, as set forth in 

the Settlement Agreement and the separate settlement agreement in the Gassman Action.  
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 This matter has been resolved by compromise after informal discovery and detailed arm’s 

length settlement negotiations. Plaintiffs and Defendants (collectively, the “Parties”), through their 

respective counsel, have executed and filed with this Court a Settlement Agreement that resolves 

the Actions and all claims alleged therein. The Court, having reviewed the Settlement Agreement, 

including the exhibits thereto, and considered the briefing submitted in support of the unopposed 

motion and the arguments of counsel thereon, finds that the terms of the proposed Settlement are 

fair, reasonable and adequate to Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class and that the interests of fairness, 

consistency, and efficiency are well served by a single class settlement. The Court therefore hereby 

GRANTS the preliminary approval motion and ORDERS as follows. 

1. Except as otherwise stated, this Order incorporates the defined terms set forth in 

the Settlement Agreement.  

2. For purposes of settlement, and conditioned upon the Settlement Agreement 

receiving final approval following the Fairness Hearing, the Court conditionally certifies the 

following Settlement Class, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-801 of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure:  

All individuals and entities who paid a fee for the filing of a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017.   

 

The Settlement Class does not include any individuals or entities who received a 

waiver or refund for any such fee. Also excluded from the Settlement Class are 

Defendants, Defendants’ agents, subsidiaries, parents, successors, predecessors, 

and any entity in which Defendants or their parents have a controlling interest, and 

those entities’ current and former employees, officers, and directors, the Judge to 

whom this case is assigned and the Judge’s immediate family.    

 

3. With respect to the Settlement Class, the Court preliminarily finds, solely for 

purposes of effectuating the Settlement and for no other purpose, that (i) the members of the 

Settlement Class are so numerous that joinder of all Settlement Class Members in this action would 

be impracticable, as the Settlement Class is comprised of approximately 77,306 individuals and 
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entities; (ii) questions of law and fact common to the Settlement Class predominate over individual 

questions––including, but not limited to, whether the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act authorizes 

Defendants to impose and collect a fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, 

or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court; whether Defendants’ practice of charging 

and collecting fees for the filing of motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify an 

interlocutory judgment or order of court violates the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act; and whether 

Defendants’ imposition and collection of such filing fees resulted in Defendants unjustly retaining 

a benefit to the detriment of Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members, and violated the principles 

of justice, equity, and good conscience––are common to the Settlement Class and predominate 

over individual questions; (iii) the claims of the Class Representatives are typical of the claims of 

the Settlement Class, as the Class Representatives paid fees to the Clerk of Court to file motions 

or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois during the Class Period, and the Class Representatives do 

not have any conflicts of interest with the other members of the Settlement Class; (iv) the Class 

Representatives and Class Counsel can fairly and adequately represent and protect the interests of 

the Settlement Class Members, as shown by their investigation and prosecution of the Actions; 

and (v) a class action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient adjudication 

of the controversy as it relates to the proposed Settlement, considering the interests of the 

Settlement Class Members in individually controlling the prosecution of separate actions, the 

extent and nature of any litigation concerning the controversy already commenced by Settlement 

Class Members, the desirability or undesirability of continuing the litigation of these claims in this 

forum, and the difficulties likely to be encountered in the management of a class action as it relates 

to the proposed Settlement. 
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4. The Settlement, on the terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement, 

is preliminarily approved by this Court as being fair, reasonable, adequate, and within the range of 

possible final judicial approval. The Court finds that the Settlement resulted from arm’s-length 

negotiations conducted without collusion and in good faith by the Parties, and reflects a settlement 

that was reached voluntarily after consultation with experienced legal counsel. 

5. The Court provisionally finds that Plaintiffs Midwest Medical, RenX, Premovic, 

and Clark are able to fairly and adequately represent the Settlement Class, and appoints these four 

Plaintiffs as the Class Representatives for the Settlement Class.  Plaintiffs have diligently 

prosecuted this matter.   

6. The Court appoints the following as Class Counsel: Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of 

Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C.; Larry D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd.; and Myron M. Cherry 

and Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. Cherry & Associates, LLC, with the Court finding that these 

attorneys are able to fairly and adequately represent the Settlement Class, and have competently 

represented the Plaintiffs and Settlement Class in this matter.   

7. Plaintiffs’ attorneys John Alexander and Arthur Czaja will be paid only from fees 

awarded by the court from its orders on the Petitions for attorneys’ fees filed by Class Counsel. 

8. The Court preliminarily approves the Settlement Amount and plan of allocation set 

forth in the Settlement Agreement.  

9. The Court preliminarily approves the creation of the Settlement Fund, as defined 

and set forth in the Settlement Agreement. The Court finds that the method by which the Settlement 

Fund is to be calculated pursuant to the Settlement Agreement is fair, reasonable, and adequate.  

10. The Court approves the Settlement Class Notice plan set forth in the Settlement 

Agreement, as well as the notices attached thereto as Exhibit 3A (Electronic-Mail Notice), Exhibit 
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3B (Letter Notice), Exhibit 3C (Publication Notice), and Exhibit 3D (Detailed Notice). The Court 

finds that the Settlement Class Notice provides a sufficiently clear and concise description of the 

Actions, the Settlement terms, and the rights and responsibilities of the Settlement Class Members, 

and that the dissemination of the Settlement Class Notice through electronic mail, U.S. mail, 

publication, and posting on the Settlement Webpage as set forth in the Settlement Agreement is 

the best means practicable, and is reasonably calculated to apprise the Settlement Class Members 

of the litigation and their right to participate in, object to, or exclude themselves from the 

Settlement. Accordingly, the Parties and their counsel are directed to work together and with the 

Settlement Administrator to ensure that the Settlement Administrator successfully disseminates 

the Settlement Class Notice pursuant to the terms of the Settlement Agreement.   

11. The Court approves the Claim Form attached to the Settlement Agreement as 

Exhibit 4.   

12. The Court approves and appoints KCC LLC as the Settlement Administrator, and 

directs KCC LLC to perform the duties set forth in the Settlement Agreement, including 

disseminating the Settlement Class Notice and administering the claims process. As set forth in 

the Settlement Agreement, all costs and expenses incurred by the KCC LLC in connection with 

disseminating the Settlement Class Notice (“Notice Costs”) and administering the Settlement 

(“Administration Costs”) shall be borne by Defendants, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement. 

13. The Court will conduct a Fairness Hearing, at which time it will consider any 

objections to the Settlement Agreement and determine whether the Settlement Agreement should 

be finally approved, at __________ m. on ____________, 2021. 

14. Class Counsel shall file a motion for an award of attorneys’ fees, Litigation Costs, 

and Service Awards to the Plaintiffs, and counsel for the plaintiff in the Gassman Action shall file 
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their motion for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs, no later than seven (7) days prior to the Opt-

Out and Objection Deadline, and any amendment or supplement to the motions shall be filed no 

later than seven (7) days before the Fairness Hearing. The Court will rule upon the motions at the 

Fairness Hearing. 

15. Plaintiffs shall file a motion requesting Final Approval of the Settlement no later 

than seven (7) days prior to the Fairness Hearing.  The Court will rule upon the motion at the 

Fairness Hearing.  

16. Any Settlement Class Member who intends to object to the fairness, 

reasonableness, or adequacy of the Settlement, the proposed award of attorneys’ fees, the proposed 

award of Litigation Costs, and/or the proposed Service Awards, must deliver to Marie D. Spicuzza, 

Assistant State’s Attorney, as counsel for Defendants, and to Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of the 

Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C., as Class Counsel, and file with the Court, a written statement of 

the objections, as well as the specific reasons for each objection, including any legal support the 

Settlement Class Member wishes to bring to the Court’s attention and any evidence or other 

information the Settlement Class Member believes supports the objections.  Any Settlement Class 

Member who objects must include in the written objection: (a) their name and address; (b) their 

arguments, citations, reasons, and evidence supporting the objection (including copies of any 

documents relied on); (c) a statement that they are a Settlement Class Member; (d) the case caption 

and court number of a case in which they filed a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

an interlocutory judgment or order of court within the Class Period; (e) documentary proof that 

they paid a fee to the Clerk of Court for the filing of such motion or petition; (f) a statement that 

such fee was not waived or refunded; (g) their physical signature; and (h) a statement indicating 

whether they intend to appear at the Fairness Hearing with or without counsel.  All objections must 
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be delivered to Counsel for Defendants and Class Counsel no later than ___________, 2021.  

Objections must be filed with the Court and delivered to Class Counsel and Defendants’ Counsel 

at the addresses listed below: 

The Court: 

Clerk of the Court 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

Richard J. Daley Center, Room 802 

50 W. Washington Street 

Chicago, IL 60602 

Class Counsel: 

Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. 

Zimmerman Law Office, P.C. 

77 W. Washington Street, Suite 1220 

Chicago, IL 60602 

Defendants’ Counsel: 

 Marie D. Spicuzza  

 Assistant State’s Attorney 

 Attn.: Interlocutory Fee Settlement 

 500 Richard J. Daley Center 

 Chicago, IL 60602 

  

 No person will be entitled to be heard at the Fairness Hearing, and no written objections 

will be received or considered by this Court at the Fairness Hearing, unless all pertinent terms and 

conditions set forth above and in the Settlement Class Notice have been fully met.  If an objection 

is overruled, the objecting Settlement Class Member will be bound by the terms of the Settlement 

and may not exclude him/herself later.  

17. Any Settlement Class Member who wishes to be excluded from the Settlement must 

fully comply with all pertinent terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Class Notice. All 

Requests for Exclusion must be postmarked no later than _________, 2021, and mailed to KCC 

LLC at the address in the Class Notice. Settlement Class Members who submit a timely and valid 
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Request for Exclusion shall not be bound by any orders, including, but not limited to, any final 

order approving the Settlement or any order entered in the Actions.  Any such person who elects 

to opt out of the Settlement Class shall not be entitled to relief under the Settlement Agreement, 

not gain any rights by virtue of the Settlement Agreement, and not be entitled to object to any 

aspect of the Settlement Agreement. No person may opt out of the Settlement Class through a so-

called “mass” or “class” opt-out.  Any Settlement Class Member who does not submit a timely 

and valid Request for Exclusion shall be bound by all terms of the Settlement Agreement and any 

final order approving the Settlement. 

18. In the event this Court does not finally approve the Settlement Agreement, any and 

all rights of the Parties existing prior to the execution of the Settlement Agreement, including but 

not limited to Plaintiffs’ right to seek and Defendants’ right to oppose class certification in the 

Actions, shall be preserved, and the Actions shall proceed in all respects as if the Settlement 

Agreement and any related orders had not been entered.  In such event, none of the terms of the 

Settlement Agreement, as defined in the Settlement Agreement, shall be admissible in any trial or 

otherwise used against any Party, except to enforce the terms thereof that relate to the Parties’ 

obligations in the event of termination. In the event of termination, Defendants shall pay all Notice 

Costs and Administration Costs incurred by KCC LLC as of the date of termination and 

Defendants shall have no right of reimbursement from any person, including Plaintiffs and Class 

Counsel, for the Notice Costs and Administration Costs.  

19. For the benefit of the Settlement Class Members and as provided in the Settlement 

Agreement, this Court retains continuing jurisdiction over the implementation, interpretation, and 

enforcement of the Settlement Agreement. 
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20. The Parties are directed to carry out their obligations under the Settlement 

Agreement. 

Summary of Applicable Dates 

1. Preliminary Approval Order (PA) entered _________, 2020 

2. Letter and Electronic-Mail Notice to be sent, 
Publication Notice to be issued, and Settlement 
Webpage to be activated (ND) 

_________, 2020 (PA +28) 

3. Deadline for Class Counsel to file motion for an 
Award of Attorneys’ Fees, Litigation Costs, and 
Service Awards (“Fee Petition”) 

_________, 2020 (OD -7) 

4. Deadline to Opt Out or Object (OD) _________, 2021 (ND +45)  

5. Deadline for Settlement Class Members to 
submit Claim Forms  

_________, 2021 (ND +60) 

6. Deadline for Plaintiffs to file a motion for Final 
Approval, and an amendment or supplement to 
the Fee Petition 

_________, 2021 (FH -7) 

7. Fairness Hearing (FH) _________, 2021 

 

 
SO ORDERED. 
 
 
 
Dated: _______________________   _________________________________ 

       Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell 
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EXHIBIT 2 – [proposed] Final Approval Order 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 

 

MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS 

ASSOCIATION, INC., RENX GROUP, LLC,  

f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, 

TOMICA PREMOVIC, and JULIE CLARK, 

individually, and on behalf of all others similarly 

situated, 

 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

 

DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the Circuit Court 

of Cook County, Illinois, MARIA PAPPAS, as 

Treasurer of Cook County, Illinois, and COOK 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, a body politic and corporate, 

 

Defendants. 

____________________________________________ 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

 

Case No. 15 CH 16986 

 

(Related cases:  15 CH 18832,    

16 CH 193, and 17 CH 12573) 

 

 
 
Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

[PROPOSED] FINAL JUDGMENT AND ORDER OF DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE 

The Court, having considered the Motion and Memorandum in Support of Final Approval 

(the “Motion for Final Approval”) of a proposed class action settlement of the above-captioned 

matters (the “Actions”)1 between Plaintiffs MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS ASSOCIATION, 

INC. (“Midwest Medical”), RENX GROUP, LLC f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL  PARTNERS, LLC 

(“RenX”), TOMICA PREMOVIC (“Premovic”), and JULIE CLARK (“Clark”) (collectively, 

“Class Representatives” or “Plaintiffs”) and Defendants DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois (“Clerk of Court”), and COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

(“Cook County”) (collectively, “Defendants”), pursuant to the Parties’ Class Action Settlement 

Agreement (the “Settlement Agreement” or “Settlement”), and having duly considered the papers 

                                                           
1 A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 

12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues raised in the four class action lawsuits 

giving rise to this Settlement. The Gassman Action was also settled in conjunction with this Settlement, as set forth in 

the Settlement Agreement and the separate settlement agreement in the Gassman Action.  
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and arguments of counsel, Plaintiffs’ Motion is hereby GRANTED and it is hereby ORDERED, 

ADJUDGED, and DECREED THAT: 

1. Unless defined herein, all capitalized terms in this Order shall have the respective 

meanings ascribed to them in the Settlement Agreement. 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of the Actions and over all 

Parties to the Actions, including all Settlement Class Members.  

3. On October 21, 2020, this Court preliminarily approved the Settlement and 

certified, for settlement purposes, the Settlement Class consisting of:  

All individuals and entities who paid a fee for the filing of a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017   

 

The Settlement Class does not include any individuals or entities who received a 

waiver or refund for any such fee. Also excluded from the Settlement Class are 

Defendants, Defendants’ agents, subsidiaries, parents, successors, predecessors, 

and any entity in which Defendants or their parents have a controlling interest, and 

those entities’ current and former employees, officers, and directors, the Judge to 

whom this case is assigned and the Judge’s immediate family. 

 

4. This Court now affirms certification of the Settlement Class and gives final 

approval to the Settlement and finds that the Settlement Agreement is fair, reasonable, adequate, 

and in the best interests of the Settlement Class. The reasonable relief offered by the Settlement, 

the relative strengths and weaknesses of the claims, and the fact that the Settlement Agreement is 

the result of non-collusive arm’s-length negotiations, support this finding. The Settlement 

consideration provided under the Settlement Agreement constitutes fair value given in exchange 

for the release of the Released Claims against the Released Parties. The Court finds that the 

consideration to be paid to members of the Settlement Class is reasonable, considering the facts 

and circumstances of the claims and defenses asserted in the Actions, and the potential risks and 

likelihood of success of alternatively pursuing trial on the merits.  
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5. The Class Representatives and Class Counsel adequately represented the 

Settlement Class for purposes of entering into and implementing the Settlement Agreement. The 

preliminary appointment of Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C.; Larry 

D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd.; and Myron M. Cherry and Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. Cherry 

& Associates, LLC as Class Counsel is hereby confirmed, with the Court finding that each of the 

Class Counsel are competent and experienced in the areas of consumer and class litigation. 

6. Accordingly, the Settlement Agreement is hereby finally approved in all respects, 

and the Parties are hereby directed to perform its terms. Defendants are ordered to comply with 

the Settlement Agreement and issue checks to Settlement Class Members who submitted valid 

claims in the amount of their proportionate share of the Net Settlement Fund. Additionally, 

Defendants are ordered to provide the prospective relief described in Section XII of the Settlement 

Agreement. Specifically, the Clerk of the Court’s efiling system requires efilers to select whether 

they are filing a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a court order. If they select that they are efiling 

a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a court order, they must select whether they are filing a 

motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a final judgment/order or a non-final judgment/order. If they 

select that they are efiling a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a final judgment/order, they must 

select whether it is being filed within 30 days or more than 30 days of entry of the judgment/order. 

If they choose “within 30 days” they are charged $60.00; if they choose “more than 30 days” they 

are charged $75.00. If they select that they are efiling a motion to vacate/reconsider/modify a non-

final judgment/order, they are not charged a fee. The Clerk of the Court does not review the efiler’s 

motions to determine whether the efiler is seeking to vacate/reconsider/modify a final or non-final 

judgment/order. The Clerk of Court may seek Court approval to modify this policy. 

7. The Court awards to Class Counsel $_______________ as attorneys’ fees for the 
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prosecution of the Actions.  The Court finds that these fees are fair and reasonable.  Defendants 

shall pay this amount to Class Counsel from the Settlement Fund pursuant to and in the manner 

provided by the terms of the Settlement Agreement.  

8. The Court awards to Class Counsel $_______________ as reimbursement for court 

costs and other litigation expenses reasonably incurred in prosecution of the Actions, finding that 

this amount is fair and reasonable.  Defendants shall pay this amount to Class Counsel from the 

Settlement Fund pursuant to and in the manner provided by the terms of the Settlement Agreement. 

9. The Court awards $_______________ to each of the four Class Representatives for 

their time and effort serving the Settlement Class in the Actions.  The Court finds that these Service 

Awards are fair and reasonable.  Defendants shall pay this amount from the Settlement Fund to 

each of the Class Representatives pursuant to and in the manner provided by the terms of the 

Settlement Agreement. 

10. The persons listed on Exhibit A hereto are found to have validly excluded 

themselves from the Settlement in accordance with the provisions of the Preliminary Approval 

Order. 

11. The Court awards to Gassman’s counsel $_______________ as attorneys’ fees for 

the prosecution of the Gassman Action.  The Court finds that these fees are fair and reasonable.  

Defendants shall pay this amount to Gassman’s counsel from the Settlement Fund pursuant to and 

in the manner provided by the terms of the Settlement Agreement. 

12. The Court awards to Gassman’s counsel $_______________ as reimbursement for 

court costs and other litigation expenses reasonably incurred in prosecution of the Gassman 

Action, finding that this amount is fair and reasonable.  Defendants shall pay this amount to 

Gassman’s counsel from the Settlement Fund pursuant to and in the manner provided by the terms 
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of the Settlement Agreement. 

13. Defendants shall pay the remaining monies in the Settlement Fund––minus the 

aforementioned reasonable attorneys’ fees, Litigation Costs, and Service Awards––to the 

Settlement Administrator. After deducting the Settlement Administrator’s Notice Costs and 

Administration Costs, the Settlement Administrator shall use the Net Settlement Fund to pay all 

Settlement Class Members who did not file a timely Request for Exclusion and submitted a timely 

and valid Claim Form, pursuant to and in the manner provided by the Settlement Agreement.   

14. Other than as set forth in the Settlement Agreement, the Parties shall bear their own 

costs and attorneys’ fees. 

15. Notice to the Settlement Class has been provided in accordance with the Court’s 

Preliminary Approval Order, and the substance of and dissemination program for the Settlement 

Class Notice, which included direct notice to Settlement Class Members by electronic mail and 

U.S. mail, publication notice to Settlement Class Members, and through the establishment of a 

Settlement Webpage that contained, inter alia, the Detailed Notice, fully complied with due 

process and constituted the best notice practicable under the circumstances. 

16. Subject to the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, this Court hereby 

dismisses the Actions on the merits and with prejudice. 

17. This judgment has been entered without any admission by Defendants of liability 

or as to the merits of any of the allegations in the Actions. 

18. The Parties and Settlement Class Members are bound by the terms and conditions 

of the Settlement Agreement. Upon the Effective Date of the Settlement, Plaintiffs and each and 

every Settlement Class Member shall be deemed to have released, acquitted, and forever 

discharged Defendants from any and all Released Claims, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement.  
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19. Upon the Effective Date, the Settlement Agreement––including the provisions 

regarding the Released Claims––will be binding on, and have res judicata and preclusive effect in 

all pending and future lawsuits or other proceedings maintained by or on behalf of Defendants, 

Plaintiffs and all other Settlement Class Members, releasing parties, and their heirs, executors, and 

administrators, successors, and assigns that involve the Released Claims. All Settlement Class 

Members who have not been properly excluded from the Settlement Class shall be permanently 

barred and enjoined from initiating, asserting and/or prosecuting any Released Claim(s) against 

any Defendant in any court, arbitration, tribunal, forum or proceeding. 

20. Without affecting the finality of this judgment, the Court retains exclusive 

jurisdiction of the Settlement, including without limitation, issues concerning its administration 

and consummation. The Court also retains exclusive jurisdiction over the Parties to this Settlement 

Agreement, including Defendants and all Settlement Class Members, regarding the Settlement 

Agreement and this Order.  Defendants, Plaintiffs, and each and every Settlement Class Member 

is hereby deemed to have submitted irrevocably to the exclusive jurisdiction of this Court for any 

suit, action, proceeding, or dispute arising out of or relating to the Released Claims, this Order, 

and the Settlement Agreement, including, but not limited to, the effect of the Released Claims, the 

Settlement Agreement, or this Order. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, any dispute 

concerning the Settlement Agreement, including, but not limited to, any suit, action, arbitration, 

or other proceeding by a Settlement Class Member in which the provisions of the Settlement 

Agreement are asserted as a defense in whole or in part to any claim or cause of action or otherwise 

raised as an objection, shall constitute a suit, action, or proceeding arising out of or relating to this 

Order. Solely for purposes of such suit, action, or proceeding, to the fullest extent possible under 

applicable law, the Parties hereto and all Settlement Class Members are hereby deemed to have 
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irrevocably waived and agreed not to assert, by way of motion, as a defense or otherwise, any 

claim or objection that they are not subject to the jurisdiction of this Court, or that this Court is, in 

any way, an improper venue or an inconvenient forum.  

21. The Settlement Agreement and the proceedings and statements made pursuant to 

the Settlement Agreement or papers filed relating to the Settlement Agreement, and this Order, are 

not and shall not in any event be construed as, offered in evidence as, received in evidence as, 

and/or deemed to be evidence of a presumption, concession, or an admission of any kind by any 

of the Parties of (i) the truth of any fact alleged or the validity of any claim or defense that has 

been, could have been, or in the future might be asserted in the Actions, any other litigation, court 

of law or equity, proceeding, arbitration, tribunal, investigation, government action, administrative 

proceeding, or other forum, or (ii) any liability, responsibility, fault, wrongdoing, or otherwise of 

the Parties. Defendants have denied and continue to deny the claims asserted by Plaintiffs. Nothing 

contained herein shall be construed to prevent a Party from offering the Settlement Agreement into 

evidence for the purposes of enforcement of the Settlement Agreement. 

22. The certification of the Settlement Class shall be binding only with respect to the 

settlement of the Actions.  In the event that the Settlement Agreement is terminated pursuant to its 

terms or the Court’s approval of the Settlement is reversed, vacated, or modified in any material 

respect by this or any other court, the certification of the Settlement Class shall be deemed vacated, 

the Actions shall proceed as if the Settlement Class had never been certified (including 

Defendants’ right to oppose any subsequent motion for class certification), and no reference to the 

Settlement Class, the Settlement Agreement, or any documents, communications, or negotiations 

related in any way thereto shall be made for any purpose. 

23. Based upon the Court’s finding that there is no just reason to delay enforcement or 
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appeal of this Order notwithstanding the Court’s retention of jurisdiction to oversee 

implementation and enforcement of the Settlement Agreement, the Court directs the Clerk to enter 

final judgment. 

SO ORDERED. 
 
 
 
Dated: _______________________   _________________________________ 

       Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell  
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EXHIBIT A 

 

to  

Final Judgment and Order of Dismissal With Prejudice 

 

 

 

The following persons are found to have validly excluded themselves from the Settlement in 

accordance with the provisions of the Preliminary Approval Order: 

 

 
 
 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



EXHIBIT 3A – Electronic-Mail Notice 

SUMMARY NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AND CLAIM FORM 
 

Because you paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment 

or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 (the 

“Class Period”), you are entitled to a cash payment from a class action settlement.   

  

An Illinois Circuit Court judge authorized this notice.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

 

Pursuant to a proposed class action settlement (“Settlement”), and subject to approval of the Court, Dorothy Brown, 

as Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, and Cook County Illinois (collectively referred to as 

“Defendants”) have agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement Fund from which Settlement Class 

Members will be paid after subtracting the amounts awarded by the Court for Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees, 

Litigation Costs, and Service Awards to the Named Plaintiffs, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement, and attorneys’ 

fees and costs to Gassman counsel up to $625,000, as set forth in the Gassman Settlement, and payment of Notice and 

Administration Costs.  This is a summary of the Settlement and your legal rights. 

 

Please visit the Settlement Webpage at [KCC to provide] 

to learn more about the settlement and view relevant documents 

including the Detailed Notice and Settlement Agreement.  

If you have questions, you can call one of the Class Counsel: 

Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C. at 312-440-0020; Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. 

Cherry & Associates, LLC at 312-372-2100; or Larry D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd. at 312-346-7950. 
 

What is the lawsuit about? 

Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., RenX Group, LLC, Tomica Premovic, and Julie Clark (collectively 

referred to as “Plaintiffs”) sued Defendants alleging that Defendants improperly charged litigants fees to file motions 

or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court when the Illinois Clerk of 

Courts Act, 705 ILCS 105/0.01, et seq., only authorizes Defendants to charge litigants fees to file motions or petitions 

to reconsider, vacate, or modify final judgments or orders of court. The filed actions are: Midwest Medical Records 

Association, Inc. v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 16986, Renx Group, LLC v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case 

No. 15 CH 18832, Tomica Premovic v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 16 CH 193, and Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et 

al., Case No. 17 CH 12573 (the “Actions”). Each Defendant denies the allegations, denies liability, and asserts 

numerous defenses. The court has not decided who is right. The suit is a class action, meaning that Plaintiffs asked 

for relief not only for themselves, but for all similarly situated individuals and entities who paid the allegedly improper 

fees. Without admitting liability or fault, Defendants have agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement 

Fund.   

 

A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 12269 

(“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues raised in the four class action lawsuits giving 

rise to this Settlement. Defendants have entered into a separate settlement agreement (“Gassman Settlement”) to settle 

the Gassman Action in conjunction with this Settlement. The Gassman Settlement provides that Defendants will pay 

the plaintiff’s counsel in the Gassman Action their attorneys’ fees and costs up to the amount of $625,000, as awarded 

by the Court, from the Settlement Fund in this Settlement.  

 

After subtracting from the Settlement Fund, Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees, Litigation Costs, and Service Awards to 

the Named Plaintiffs as awarded by the Court pursuant to the Settlement, attorneys’ fees and costs to Gassman counsel 

as set forth in the Gassman Settlement as awarded by the Court, and Notice and Administration Costs, the Net 

Settlement Fund will be used to pay Settlement Class Members who submit valid Claim Forms. The parties have 

entered into a Settlement Agreement which will be presented to the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois in the 

Actions. 

 

What benefits does the settlement provide? 

If the Court approves the settlement, every Class Member who submits a valid Claim Form will receive—after 

subtracting from the Settlement Fund the Service Awards of up to $10,000 to each of the Named Plaintiffs as awarded 

by the Court, Plaintiffs’ Litigation Costs as awarded by the Court, Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees as awarded by the 

Court to Class Counsel in an amount up to $1,594,385 from the Settlement Fund, attorneys’ fees and costs to plaintiff’s 
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EXHIBIT 3A – Electronic-Mail Notice 

counsel in the related Gassman Action of up to $625,000, as awarded by the Court, and Notice and Administration 

Costs—an amount of $67.50 for each of the filing fees identified on their respective Claim Form and approved 

by the Settlement Administrator or the pro rata amount in the event that the approved amounts exceed the Net 

Settlement Fund. If you believe you paid more than $67.50 for any eligible filing fee, submit proof of that 

payment (e.g., a receipt) along with the claim form and, upon your claim being reviewed and approved, you 

will be entitled to reimbursement at the level set forth in the proof of payment. The settlement also provides 

prospective relief requiring the Clerk of Court to provide a mechanism by which the filer identifies whether the 

judgment/order sought to be vacated/reconsidered/modified is an interlocutory or final judgment/order and, based 

upon the filer’s identification, the Clerk of Court will not charge a Filing Fee for the filing of a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court. 

 

How can you get a payment?  

If you are a Class Member and you want to receive a payment pursuant to the Settlement, you must submit a 

Claim Form.  Defendants’ records indicate that you paid fees in the cases listed below to file a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 

to February 21, 2017.  If you agree that the filing fee information listed below correctly and completely reflect all the 

cases in which you paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment 

or order of court in Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017, then sign the Attestation below 

and mail this Summary Notice of Class Action Settlement and Claim Form to the address set forth below postmarked 

on or before _______, 2021.  

 

If you believe the filing fee information listed below is inaccurate or incomplete, then you may submit a Claim Form 

with supporting documentation showing the fees you paid to file such motions or petitions during the Class Period.  If 

you wish to submit a Claim Form, you must do so on or before ___________, 2021. You can download a blank Claim 

Form from the Settlement Webpage and submit it by mail to the address on the Claim Form. Other detailed information 

about the settlement and the claim submission process is posted on the Settlement Webpage and can also be obtained 

by calling one of the numbers below. 

 

What other options do you have? 

If you would prefer not to be part of the settlement and not get a payment, you have the right to ask the Court to 

exclude you. To do so, you must complete and submit a request for exclusion by _________, 2021.  Unless you 

exclude yourself from the settlement, you will not be able to sue any of the Defendants for any claim made in the 

Actions or released by the Settlement Agreement. If you want to be part of the settlement but object to its terms, you 

or your attorney can submit written objections and/or appear at the final approval hearing discussed below. To do so, 

you must complete and submit your objection by _________, 2021.  Detailed information on these options is posted 

on the Settlement Webpage. 

 

The Final Fairness Hearing. 

The Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, located at Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W. Washington St., Courtroom 

2601, Chicago, IL 60602, will hold a hearing on __________, 2021, at ______.m., at which time it will consider any 

objections, decide what fees, expenses, and Service Awards to award, and decide whether to approve the settlement. 

You may appear at the hearing, but you do not have to. You may hire your own attorney, at your own expense, to 

appear or speak for you at the hearing. 

 

 

QUESTIONS? Visit [KCC to set up website], or call [KCC to set up toll-free number]. 
 
 

CLAIM FORM for Claim ID # [KCC to fill in] 
 

Attestation: 
 
 I attest that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the filing fee information listed below on 

my Summary Notice of Class Action Settlement is true and correct and a complete itemization of the cases in which 

filing fees were paid by the undersigned individual or entity to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 

21, 2017, and that I did not previously receive a refund of any of these fees.  
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EXHIBIT 3A – Electronic-Mail Notice 

 
Defendants’ records show that you paid filing fees in the following cases in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

during the Class Period:  

 

Case Name Court Number Date Paid 
[KCC TO FILL IN BLANKS] 

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  
 
  
The settlement provides that you will be reimbursed $67.50 for each of these instances, unless you provide proof of 
payment of a higher amount. 
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EXHIBIT 3A – Electronic-Mail Notice 

 
 
 

The total amount of the Filing Fees I am claiming is $[KCC to Fill In].  
 
 
Date:  ___________________ 

 

 

Printed Name:    Signature*: 

 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

 

If applicable, Company Name:  If applicable, your title: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________  

 

 

Address (City, State, Zip):   Telephone Number: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

*By signing on behalf of an entity, you are attesting to your authority to do so. 

 

 

 

 

Mail this Claim Form postmarked on or before _____________, 2021 to the following address: 

 

 

[KCC TO PROVIDE A P.O. BOX] 
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EXHIBIT 3B – Letter Notice 
 

«Barcode» 
Postal Service: Please do not mark barcode 

 

Claim #: XXX- «ClaimID» - «MailRec»                                         Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., et. al v. Dorothy Brown, et. al 

«First1» «Last1»                                                 Richard J. Daley Center 

«co»                Chicago, IL 60602 

«Addr1» «Addr2» 

«City», «St» «Zip» 

 

Because you paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an 

interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017, you are entitled to a cash payment from a class 

action settlement. 
 
 

An Illinois Circuit Court judge authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 
 

To learn more about the Settlement, visit [KCC to set up website], 

or call  [KCC to set up toll-free number]. 
 

A proposed settlement has been reached in four class action lawsuits alleging that Dorothy Brown, 

as Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, and Cook County, Illinois (the 

“Defendants”) improperly charged litigants fees to file motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, 

or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court when the Illinois Clerk of Courts Act, 705 

ILCS 105/0.01, et seq., only authorizes Defendants to charge litigants fees to file motions or 

petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify final judgments or orders of court.  Each Defendant 

denies the allegations, denies liability, and asserts numerous defenses. The Court has not decided 

who is right. 

 

A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., 

Case No. 14 CH 12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues 

raised in the four class action lawsuits giving rise to this settlement. 

 

Who is included? Defendants’ records show that you are included in the settlement as a “Class 

Member”. Class Members include everyone who paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, 

Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 (the “Class Period”). 

 

What does the settlement provide? Pursuant to the Settlement, Defendants have agreed to pay 

$5,218,155 into a “Settlement Fund” from which Settlement Class Members will be paid after 

subtracting the amounts awarded for Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees of up to $1,594,385 from the 

Settlement Fund, Litigation Costs, Service Awards to each of the Named Plaintiffs of up to 

$10,000, and, pursuant to the Gassman Settlement,  attorneys’ fees and costs to plaintiff’s counsel 

in the related Gassman Action of up to $625,000, as awarded by the Court, and Notice and 

Administration Costs.  If the Court approves the settlement, every Class Member who submits 

a valid Claim Form will receive—after subtracting the amounts set forth above—an amount of 

$67.50 for each of the filing fees identified on their respective Claim Form and approved by 

the Settlement Administrator or the pro rata amount in the event that the approved amounts 

exceed the Net Settlement Fund. If you believe you paid more than $67.50 for any eligible 
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EXHIBIT 3B – Letter Notice 
 

filing fee, submit proof of that payment (e.g., receipt) along with the claim form and, upon 

your claim being reviewed and approved, you will be entitled to reimbursement at the level 

set forth in the proof of payment.  The settlement also provides prospective relief requiring the 

Clerk of Court to provide a mechanism by which the filer identifies whether the judgment/order 

sought to be vacated/reconsidered/modified is an interlocutory or final judgment/order and, based 

upon the filer’s identification, the Clerk of Court will not charge a Filing Fee for the filing of a 

motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court.  

 

How do I get a payment?  If you are a Class Member and you want to receive a payment 

pursuant to the Settlement, you must submit a Claim form.  Defendants’ records indicate that 

you paid fees in the cases listed below to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

an interlocutory judgment or order of court in Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 

21, 2017.  If you agree that the filing fee information listed below correctly and completely reflects 

all the cases in which you paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an 

interlocutory judgment or order of court in Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 

21, 2017, then sign the Attestation below and mail this Letter Notice of Class Action Settlement 

and Claim Form to the address set forth below postmarked on or before ______, 2021. 

 

If you believe the filing fee information listed below is inaccurate or incomplete, then you may 

submit a Claim Form with supporting documentation showing the fees you paid to file such 

motions or petitions during the Class Period.  If you wish to submit a Claim Form, you must do so 

on or before ______, 2021. You can download a blank Claim Form from the Settlement Webpage 

and submit it by mail to the address on the Claim Form. Other detailed information about the 

settlement and the claim submission process is posted on the Settlement Webpage and can also be 

obtained by calling one of the numbers below. 

 

What other options do you have? If you would prefer not to be part of the settlement and not get 

a payment, you have the right to ask the Court to exclude you. To do so, you must complete and 

submit a request for exclusion by _____, 2021.  Unless you exclude yourself from the settlement, 

you will not be able to sue any of the Defendants for any claim made in the Actions or released by 

the Settlement Agreement. If you want to be part of the settlement but object to its terms, you or 

your attorney can submit written objections and/or appear at the final approval hearing discussed 

below. To do so, you must complete and submit your objection in accordance with the Settlement 

Agreement by ______, 2021.  Detailed information on these options is posted on the Settlement 

Webpage. 

 

The Final Fairness Hearing. The Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, located at Richard J. 

Daley Center, 50 W. Washington St., Courtroom 2601, Chicago, IL 60602, will hold a hearing on 

________, 2021, at ________ .m. at which time it will consider any objections, decide what fees, 

expenses, and Service Awards to award, and decide whether to approve the settlement. You may 

appear at the hearing, but you do not have to. You may hire your own attorney, at your own 

expense, to appear or speak for you at the hearing. 

 

QUESTIONS? CALL: [KCC to set up Toll-Free #], OR VISIT [KCC to set  up website] 
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EXHIBIT 3B – Letter Notice 
 

Defendants’ records show that you paid filing fees in the following cases in the Circuit Court of 

Cook County, Illinois during the Class Period:  

 
Case Name  Court Number Date Paid 

(KCC to fill in blanks) 

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

___________________________________  _____________ _____________  

 

 

The settlement provides that you will be reimbursed $67.50 for each of these instances, unless you provide proof of 

payment of a higher amount. 
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EXHIBIT 3B – Letter Notice 
 

CLAIM FORM for Claim ID # [KCC to fill in] 

 

Attestation:  

 
 I attest that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the filing fee information 
listed above on my Letter Notice of Class Action Settlement is true and correct and a complete 
itemization of the cases in which filing fees were paid by the undersigned individual or entity to 
file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of 
court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017, and 
that I did not previously receive a refund of any of these amounts. The total amount of the Filing 
Fees I am claiming is $[KCC to Fill In]. 
 
Date:  ___________________ 

 

Printed Name:     Signature*: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

If applicable, Company Name:  If applicable, your title: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________  

 

Address (City, State, Zip):   Telephone Number: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

*By signing on behalf of an entity, you are attesting to your authority to do so. 

 

Mail this Claim Form postmarked on or before ______________, 2021 to the following address: 

 

[Insert name and address of third-party administrator] 
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EXHIBIT 3C – Publication Notice 

 

SUMMARY NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT  
 

You may be entitled to a cash payment from a class action settlement fund if you paid a fee to file a 

motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 (the “Class Period”).   
 

Pursuant to a proposed class action settlement, and subject to approval of the Court, Dorothy Brown, as Clerk of the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, and Cook County, Illinois (collectively referred to as “Defendants”) have 

agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement Fund from which Settlement Class Members will be paid 

after subtracting Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees, Litigation Costs, Service Awards to the Named Plaintiffs, and 

Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees and costs, all as awarded by the Court, and Notice and Administration Costs, as set 

forth in the Settlement Agreement.  This is a summary of the Settlement and your legal rights. 
 

To learn more about the Settlement, visit [KCC to set up website], 

or call  [KCC to set up toll-free number]. 
 

What is the lawsuit about? 

Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., RenX Group, LLC, Tomica Premovic, and Julie Clark (collectively 

referred to as “Plaintiffs”) sued Defendants alleging that Defendants improperly charged litigants fees to file motions 

or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court when the Illinois Clerk of 

Courts Act, 705 ILCS 105/0.01, et seq., only authorizes Defendants to charge litigants fees to file motions or petitions 

to reconsider, vacate, or modify final judgments or orders of court.  Each Defendant denies the allegations, denies 

liability, and asserts numerous defenses.  The suit is a class action, meaning that Plaintiffs asked for relief not only for 

themselves, but for all similarly situated individuals and entities who paid the allegedly improper fees. Without 

admitting liability or fault, Defendants have agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement Fund. After 

subtracting Class Counsel’s and Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees, Litigation Costs, and Service Awards to the 

Named Plaintiffs as awarded by the Court from the Settlement Fund, and payment of Notice Costs and Administration 

Costs, the Net Settlement Fund will be used to pay Settlement Class Members who submit valid Claim Forms. The 

parties have entered into a Settlement Agreement which will be presented to the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

in the actions: Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 16986, Renx 

Group, LLC v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 18832, Tomica Premovic v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 

16 CH 193, and Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 17 CH 12573 (the “Actions”). 

 

A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 12269 

(“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues raised in the four class action lawsuits giving 

rise to this settlement. Defendants have entered into a separate settlement agreement (“Gassman Settlement”) to settle 

the Gassman Action in conjunction with this Settlement. 
 

What benefits does the settlement provide? 

If the Court approves the settlement, every Class Member who submits a valid Claim Form will receive—after 

subtracting the amounts awarded for Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees of up to $1,594,385 from the Settlement Fund, 

Litigation Costs, Service Awards to each of the Named Plaintiffs of up to $10,000, and attorneys’ fees and costs to 

plaintiff’s counsel in the related Gassman Action of up to $625,000, as awarded by the Court, and payment of Notice 

and Administration Costs—an amount of $67.50 for each of the filing fees identified on their respective Claim 

Form and approved by the Settlement Administrator or the pro rata amount in the event that the approved 

amounts exceed the Net Settlement Fund. The settlement also provides prospective relief requiring the Clerk of 

Court to provide a mechanism by which the filer identifies whether the judgment/order sought to be 

vacated/reconsidered/modified is an interlocutory or final judgment/order and, based upon the filer’s identification, 

the Clerk of Court will not charge a Filing Fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

an interlocutory judgment or order of court.  

 

How can you get a payment?  

If you are a Class Member and you want to receive a payment pursuant to the Settlement, you must submit a 

Claim Form. Each Class Member will be sent a customized Notice with a Claim Form via U.S. mail or electronic 

mail identifying the cases in which they paid filing fees during the Class Period as shown in Defendants’ records. If 

you agree that the filing fee information listed in your customized Notice correctly reflect all the cases in which you 

paid a fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in 
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EXHIBIT 3C – Publication Notice 

 

Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017, then sign the Attestation in the Claim Form and mail 

it to the address set forth therein postmarked on or before _____________, 2021.  

 

If you believe you are a Class Member and did not receive such Notice, or if you believe that your Notice contains 

inaccurate or incomplete information about the filing fees you paid, then you may submit a Claim Form with 

supporting documentation showing the fees you paid to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an 

interlocutory judgment or order of court from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017.  If you wish to submit a Claim 

Form, you must do so on or before ____________, 2021.  You can download a blank Claim Form from the Settlement 

Webpage and submit it by mail.  Other detailed information about the settlement and the claim submission process is 

posted on the Settlement Webpage and can also be obtained by calling one of the numbers below. 

 

What other options do you have? 

If you would prefer not to be part of the settlement and not get a payment, you have the right to ask the Court to 

exclude you. To do so, you must complete and submit a request for exclusion by _____________, 2021. If you want 

to be part of the settlement but object to its terms, you or your attorney can submit written objections and/or appear at 

the final approval hearing discussed below. To do so, you must complete and submit your objection by __________, 

2021.  Detailed information on these options is posted on the Settlement Webpage. 

 
The Final Fairness Hearing. 

The Court will hold a hearing on ______________, 2021, at ________ .m., at which time it will consider any 

objections, decide what fees, expenses, and Service Awards to award, and decide whether to approve the Settlement.  
 

QUESTIONS? Visit [KCC to set up website], or call [KCC to set up toll-free number]. 
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EXHIBIT 3D – Detailed Notice 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois 

 

NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT REGARDING IMPROPER  

FILING FEES IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

The Court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 
 

IF YOU PAID A FILING FEE BETWEEN JULY 25, 2009 THROUGH FEBRUARY 21, 

2017 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO FILE A MOTION 

OR PETITION TO RECONSIDER, VACATE, OR MODIFY AN INTERLOCUTORY 

JUDGMENT OR ORDER OF COURT, THIS NOTICE CONTAINS IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION THAT PERTAINS TO YOU. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.  YOU 

MAY GET A PAYMENT FROM A CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT.   

 

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS WITH THIS SETTLEMENT: 

RECEIVE YOUR SHARE 

OF THE SETTLEMENT 
If you are a member of the Settlement Class, then you are eligible for a 

payment.  You must submit a Claim Form as described in Question 10. 

Claim Forms must be uploaded or postmarked by the deadline of 

__________, 2021 

EXCLUDE YOURSELF You have the option to exclude yourself, or “Opt-Out” of this Settlement 

by following the directions in Question 14.  If you do so, you will get no 

payment. This is the only option that allows you to be part of any other 

lawsuit against Defendants based on the allegations made in this case.  The 

deadline for excluding yourself from the Settlement is ___________, 2021.  

OBJECT Write to the Court about why you don’t like the Settlement by following 

the directions in Question 19.  The deadline for submitting a written 

objection to the Settlement is ___________, 2021. 

DO NOTHING If you do nothing, you will get no payment and be bound by the Final 

Approval Order approving the Settlement. 

GO TO THE FINAL 

APPROVAL HEARING 
You are not required to attend or speak at the Final Approval Hearing.  If 

you submit a timely and valid written objection to the Settlement, the Court 

will consider your objection without any further action on your part.  But, 

if you wish, you may request permission to speak at the Final Approval 

Hearing by following the directions in Question 23.  The Final Approval 

Hearing is presently scheduled for ____________, 2021.  

 Defendants Dorothy Brown, as Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, and Cook 

County, Illinois (“Defendants”) have agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement 

Fund from which Settlement Class Members who submit valid Claim Forms will be paid after 

subtracting reimbursement of Class Counsel’s Litigation Costs as awarded by the Court, 

Service Awards of up to $10,000 to each of the Named Plaintiffs as awarded by the Court, 

attorneys’ fees as awarded by the Court to Class Counsel in an amount up to $1,594,385 from 

the Settlement Fund, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement, up to $625,000 for attorneys’ 

fees and costs to the plaintiff’s counsel in the related Gassman Action, as awarded by the Court, 

and Notice Costs and Administration Costs of the Settlement Administrator. Defendants have 

agreed to pay the amount of $5,218,155 into a Settlement Fund to settle all claims alleged 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



2 

 

against them in the following class action lawsuits: Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. 

v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 16986; RenX Group, LLC v. Dorothy Brown, et al., 

Case No. 15 CH 18832; Tomica Premovic v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 16 CH 193; and 

Clark v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 17 CH 12573, which were each filed in the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, Illinois (the “Actions”).  The proposed settlement (“the Settlement”) is 

a compromise of all claims by Plaintiffs in the Actions including claims for unjust enrichment 

and violation of an Illinois statute regarding court filing fees. The Settlement will resolve all 

claims regarding Defendants’ charging of filing fees from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 

for motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of 

court, including any allegations contained in any of the Complaints in the Actions and/or any 

facts or circumstances that could have been alleged.   

 

 A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., 

Case No. 14 CH 12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues 

raised in the four class action lawsuits giving rise to this Settlement. To settle the Gassman 

Action in conjunction with this Settlement, pursuant to a separate settlement (“Gassman 

Settlement”), Defendants are paying the plaintiff’s counsel in the Gassman Action (“Gassman 

counsel”) their attorneys’ fees and costs up to the amount of $625,000, as awarded by the 

Court, out of the Settlement Fund in this Settlement. 

 

 Settlement Class Members are those individuals and entities who paid a fee for the filing of a 

motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court 

in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017 (the 

“Class Period”). 

 

 The Settlement avoids the costs and risks from continuing the Actions, pays money to the 

individuals and entities who are part of the Settlement Class, and releases Defendants from 

further liability as to them. 
 

 Your legal rights are affected whether you act or don’t act.  Please read this notice 

carefully. 
 

 Your rights and options – and the procedures and your deadlines to exercise them – are 

explained in more detail below.  Please note, however, that this Notice is only a summary of 

the proposed Settlement.  For the complete terms and conditions of the proposed Settlement, 

you should read the document called the Settlement Agreement, which was filed with the Court 

and is available from the Settlement Webpage [KCC to provide]. 

 

 The Court in charge of this case still must decide whether to approve the proposed Settlement. 

Payments will not be made until the Court approves the Settlement and any appeals are 

resolved. Please be patient. 
 

WHAT THIS NOTICE CONTAINS 

BASIC INFORMATION……………………………………………………………………….. 
1. Why did I get notice? 

PAGE 4 
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2. What is the lawsuit about? 

3. Why is this a class action? 

4. Why is there a Settlement? 

WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT………………………………………………………………. 
5. How do I know if I am part of the Settlement? 

6. Are there exceptions to being included? 

7. What if I am still not sure if I am included? 

PAGE 5 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET…………………………………………. 
8. What does the Settlement provide? 

9. How much will my payment be? 

PAGE 6 

HOW YOU GET A PAYMENT—PARTICIPATING IN THE SETTLEMENT……………...……… 
10. Do I have to do anything to get a payment? 

11. What if the information on my Letter Notice or Electronic-Mail Notice is incorrect? 

12. When will I get my payment? 

13. What am I giving up to get a payment or stay in the Settlement Class? 

PAGE 8 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT………………………………………… 
14. How do I get out of the Settlement? 

15. If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue these Defendants for the same thing later? 

16. If I exclude myself, can I get money from this Settlement? 

PAGE 9 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU……………………………………………………… 
17. Do I have a lawyer in the case? 

18. How will the lawyers be paid? 

PAGE 10 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT…………………………………………………….…… 
19. How do I tell the Court that I don’t like the Settlement? 

20. What’s the difference between objecting and excluding? 

PAGE 11 

THE COURT’S FINAL APPROVAL HEARING ………………………………………..….….. 
21. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement? 

22. Do I have to come to the hearing? 

23. Can I speak at the hearing? 

PAGE 12 

IF YOU DO NOTHING……………………………………………………………………….. 
24. What happens if I do nothing at all? 

PAGE 13 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION…………………………………………………………….. 
25. Are there more details about the Settlement? 

26. How do I get more information? 

PAGE 13 

 
BASIC INFORMATION 

 

1. Why did I get notice? 

If you received notice it is because Defendants’ records show that you paid a fee to file a motion 

or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017. As such, you are 
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a Settlement Class Member and are eligible to receive monetary compensation from the Settlement 

Fund.     

The Court required that notice be issued because potential Class Members have a right to know 

about a proposed Settlement of certain class action lawsuits, and about all their legal options, 

before the Court decides whether to approve the Settlement. The Court has preliminarily approved 

the Settlement. If the Court gives the Settlement its final approval, and after any objections and 

appeals are resolved, Defendants will make the payments that the Settlement allows.  Please check 

the Settlement Webpage for updates on the status of the Settlement. This package explains the 

lawsuits, the Settlement, the legal rights of Class Members, what benefits are available, who is 

eligible for them, and how to get them. 

The Court in charge of the settlement approval process is the Circuit Court of Cook County, 

Illinois, Hon. Raymond W. Mitchell (the court in which the Actions are pending).   

Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc., RenX Group, LLC, Tomica Premovic, and Julie 

Clark, who sued Defendants in the Actions, are called the Plaintiffs or the Class Representatives. 

2. What is the lawsuit about? 

 
Plaintiffs brought the Actions on behalf of everyone who paid a fee to file a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of 

Cook County, Illinois.  Plaintiffs maintain that Defendants violated the Illinois Clerk of Courts 

Act, 705 ILCS 105/0.01, et seq., by charging these filing fees because the Clerk of Courts Act only 

authorizes Defendants to charge a fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, 

or modify a final judgment or order of court, not an interlocutory judgment or order of court.    

 

3. Why is this a class action? 

 

In a class action, one or more people called Plaintiffs sue on behalf of people who have similar 

claims.  The Plaintiffs seek to have a single court resolve the issues for all members of the class, 

except for those who wish to exclude themselves from the class, and Plaintiffs seek appointment 

as the Class Representatives to represent the interests of class members.  

 

4. Why is there a Settlement? 

 
The Court did not decide in favor of either Plaintiffs or Defendants.  Rather than continue with the 

court proceedings, the Parties agreed to the Settlement. Before entering into the Settlement, the 

lawyers for the Plaintiffs in the Actions (“Class Counsel”) conducted an extensive investigation of 

the facts, and after conducting their extensive investigation, Class Counsel analyzed the significant 

risks associated with the continued litigation of the Actions, including risks relating to: (a) 

prevailing on class certification; (b) overcoming Defendants’ defenses; and (c) calculating class-

wide damages. Based on all these considerations and others, Class Counsel and the Class 

Representatives think the Settlement is best for all Settlement Class Members. 
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WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT 

To see if you will get money from this Settlement, you first must determine if you are a Settlement 

Class Member. 

5. How do I know if I am part of the Settlement? 

The Settlement Class is comprised of all individuals and entities who paid a fee to file a motion or 

petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in the Circuit 

Court of Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017.  

If you received an Electronic-Mail Notice or Letter Notice of this Settlement, then Defendants’ 

records show that you paid such a filing fee during the Class Period.  Thus, if you received an 

Electronic-Mail Notice or Letter Notice of this Settlement, then Defendants’ records indicate that 

you are a Settlement Class Member.   

6. Are there exceptions to being included? 

Yes.  Even if you fall within the Settlement Class as described in Question 5, you are not a 

Settlement Class Member if you are: (1) a current and former employee, officer or director of 

Defendants or their agents, subsidiaries, parents, successors, predecessors, or any entity in which 

they or their parents have a controlling interest; (2) the judge to whom this case is assigned or part 

of the judge’s immediate family; (3) a person who executes and submits a timely request for 

exclusion from the Class; (4) a person who has had his/her claims in any of the Actions finally 

adjudicated and/or otherwise released; and (5) the legal representative, successor or assign of any 

such excluded person.   

The Settlement Class also does not include any individuals or entities who received a waiver or 

refund for any such filing fee.  These individuals and entities are not part of the Settlement Class, 

and any rights they may have are not affected or released by this Settlement. 

7. What if I am still not sure if I am included? 

If you are still not sure whether you are included, you can ask for free help. You can visit [KCC 

to provide website] for more information, or you can call one of the Class Counsel: Thomas A. 

Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C. at 312-440-0020; Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. 

Cherry & Associates, LLC at 312-372-2100; or Larry D. Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd. at 312-

346-7950. 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET 

8. What does the settlement provide? 

 

Defendants have agreed to pay a total of $5,218,155 into a Settlement Fund. After subtracting 

Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees awarded by the Court, reimbursement to Class Counsel for their 
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out-of-pocket expenses already paid in prosecution of the Actions, service awards for the Class 

Representatives, and attorneys’ fees and costs to Gassman counsel as awarded by the Court, and 

the Notice Costs and Administration Costs of the Settlement Administrator, the remaining money 

in the Settlement Fund (the “Net Settlement Fund”) shall be distributed to Settlement Class 

Members by refunding all Settlement Class Members the amount of $67.50 for each of the filing 

fees they paid or their pro rata share of the Net Settlement Fund to file motions or petitions to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court during the Class Period. 

For more information on exactly how the Settlement Amount will be allocated, please read the full 

Settlement Agreement, which is available on the Settlement Webpage at [KCC to provide 

settlement webpage]. 

 

Also as part of the Settlement, The Clerk of the Court will continue to provide a mechanism by 

which the filer identifies whether the judgment/order sought to be vacated/reconsidered/modified 

is an interlocutory or final judgment/order and, based upon the filer’s identification, the Clerk of 

Court will not charge a Filing Fee for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or 

modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court. The Clerk of Court may seek Court approval 

to modify this policy. 
 
If you are a Class Member and you want to receive a payment pursuant to the Settlement, 

you must submit a Claim form. Each Class Member will be sent a customized Notice with a 

Claim Form via U.S. mail or electronic mail identifying the cases in which they paid filing fees 

during the Class Period as shown in Defendants’ records. If you agree that the filing fee 

information listed in your customized Notice correctly reflect all of the cases in which you paid a 

fee to file a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order 

of court in Cook County, Illinois from July 25, 2009 to February 21, 2017, then sign the Attestation 

in the Claim Form and mail it to the address set forth therein postmarked on or before 

_____________, 2021.  

 

If you believe you are a Class Member and did not receive such Notice, or if you believe that your 

Notice contains inaccurate or incomplete information about the filing fees you paid, then you may 

submit a Claim Form with supporting documentation showing the fees you paid to file a motion 

or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court from July 

25, 2009 to February 21, 2017.  If you wish to submit a Claim Form, you must do so on or before 

__________, 2021.  You can download a blank Claim Form from the Settlement Webpage and 

submit it by mail or you can submit your Claim Form online. Other detailed information about the 

settlement and the claim submission process is posted on the Settlement Webpage and can also be 

obtained by calling the number below. 

The Court must approve the amount of attorneys’ fees, litigation costs, and service awards given 

to Class Counsel, Gassman counsel, and the Class Representatives and the awarded amounts will 

be paid from the Settlement Fund. The Settlement authorizes Class Counsel to seek an award of 

attorney’s fees of up to $1,594,385 from the Settlement Fund. The Settlement also authorizes Class 

Counsel to seek reimbursement for all court costs and other litigation expenses they paid out of 

pocket in prosecution of the Actions, and service awards of up to $10,000 to each of the Class 

Representatives for their efforts in undertaking the litigation and assisting Class Counsel with the 

prosecution of the Actions. The Settlement also provides that Gassman counsel can seek an award 

of attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $625,000 from the Settlement Fund.      

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



7 

 

9. How much will my payment be? 

 
After subtracting Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees up to $1,594,385 as awarded by the Court from 

the Settlement Fund, reimbursement to Class Counsel for their out-of-pocket expenses already 

paid in prosecution of the Actions, service awards up to $10,000 for each of the Class 

Representatives, Gassman counsel’s attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $625,000 as awarded by the 

Court, and the payment of Notice Costs and Administration Costs of the Settlement Administrator, 

the remaining money in the Settlement Fund (the “Net Settlement Fund”) shall be distributed to 

Settlement Class Members pursuant to a plan of allocation to be approved by the Court.  

 

Each Settlement Class Member will receive a refund of $67.50 (in the event a Settlement Class 

Member provides a receipt or other documentation showing that more than $67.50 was paid to the 

Clerk of Court for the filing of a motion or petition to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory 

judgment or order of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County during the Class Period, the Third-

Party Settlement Administrator, upon reviewing and accepting the Class Member’s 

documentation, will reimburse the Class Member at the level evidenced by the documentation) for 

each fee that they paid, or the pro rata amount in the event that the approved amounts exceed the 

Net Settlement Fund, to file during the Class Period motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or 

modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois.   

Each Settlement Class Member will be sent an Electronic-Mail Notice and/or a Letter Notice 

informing them that they are a Settlement Class Member and explaining the nature of the Actions.  

Each Settlement Class Member’s Notice will state that Defendants’ records show they paid fees 

to file motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of 

court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois during the Class Period, as well as the date(s) 

on which the fees were paid and the name(s) and number(s) of the cases in which the fees were 

paid.  If any Settlement Class Member believes the information stated in their Notice is incomplete 

or incorrect, or if a person or entity believes they are a Settlement Class Member but did not receive 

Notice, then they may submit a Claim Form with supporting documentation to support their 

claimed amount of fees paid. See Questions 8, 10, and 11. 

Settlement Class Members who do nothing will get no payment and be bound by the Final 

Approval Order approving the Settlement.  

HOW YOU GET A PAYMENT—PARTICIPATING IN THE SETTLEMENT 

10. Do I have to do anything to get a payment? 

 

Yes. To receive a payment, you must submit a Claim Form.  

If you do nothing, then you will get no payment and be bound by the Final Approval Order 

approving the Settlement.  

If you submit a timely Request for Exclusion, then you will not receive any money from the 

Settlement.  
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If you believe that any of the information stated in your Letter Notice or Electronic-Mail Notice is 

incomplete or incorrect, or if you believe you are a Settlement Class Member but did not receive 

Notice, then you may submit a Claim Form as provided in Question 11.  

 

11. What if the information on my Letter Notice or Electronic-Mail Notice is incorrect? 

 

If you believe that your Letter Notice or Electronic-Mail Notice contains inaccurate or incomplete 

information about the fees you paid to file motions or petitions to reconsider, vacate, or modify 

interlocutory judgments or orders of court in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois during the 

Class Period, the date(s) on which you paid these fees, or the case(s) in which you paid these fees, 

then you may submit a Claim Form to dispute this information and tell the Settlement 

Administrator the correct amount of fees that you believe you paid. 

A downloadable Claim Form can be found on the Settlement Webpage or you can submit your 

Claim Form online. You must submit additional documentation with your Claim Form to 

support your claim.  The deadline to submit your Claim Form and supporting documentation is 

___________, 2021. 

The Settlement Administrator will review your Claim Form and supporting documentation and 

determine whether the information that you provided is accurate.  If the Settlement Administrator 

verifies that some or all of the information you submitted is accurate, then your award under the 

Settlement will be recalculated in accordance with the Settlement Agreement.  

 

However, if the Settlement Administrator determines that the information stated in your Claim 

Form is inaccurate or unsupported by sufficient documentation, then the Settlement Administrator 

will provide your Claim Form and supporting documentation to Class Counsel and Defense 

Counsel to review. If Class Counsel agrees with you, Class Counsel may file a motion with the 

Court and the Court will determine whether your Claim Form is valid. If Class Counsel agrees 

with the Settlement Administrator’s determination or if Class Counsel files a motion with the Court 

and the Court agrees with the Settlement Administrator, then your share of the Net Settlement 

Fund will be calculated using only the information deemed valid.  

 

12. When will I get my payment? 

The Court will hold a hearing on _____________, 2021, at _________ .m. to decide whether to 

approve the Settlement. If the Court approves the Settlement, there may be one or more appeals. 

It’s always uncertain whether these appeals can be resolved, and resolving them may take time, 

often more than a year. Once any and all appeals are resolved, the Settlement Administrator can 

issue checks to Settlement Class Members. 

13. What am I giving up to get a payment or stay in the Settlement Class? 

Unless you exclude yourself, you will stay in the Settlement Class, and all of the Court’s orders 

will apply to you and legally bind you.  That means that you cannot sue, continue to sue, or be part 

of any other lawsuit against Defendants about charging fees to file motions or petitions to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify interlocutory judgments or orders of court during the Class Period. 
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If you stay in the Settlement Class, you on behalf of yourself, and your present or former agents, 

employees, owners, shareholders, principals, officers, directors, attorneys, heirs, representatives, 

family members, executors, administrators, assignees, predecessors and/or successors in interest, 

parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, related companies, will fully, finally, and forever release 

and forever discharge Defendants, and their present or former agents, employees, owners, 

shareholders, principals, officers, directors, attorneys, heirs, representatives, family members, 

executors, administrators, assignees, predecessors and/or successors in interest, parent companies, 

subsidiaries, affiliates, related companies, and insurers (“Released Parties”), of and from any and 

all direct, individual, or class claims, rights or causes of action or liabilities whatsoever, whether 

known or unknown, whether accrued or unaccrued, and whether arising under federal, state, local, 

statutory, common or any other law, rule, or regulation that arise out of and are based on the factual 

predicate underlying the claims in the Actions during the Class Period (the “Released Claims”). 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 

14. How do I get out of the Settlement? 

To exclude yourself from the Settlement, you must send a letter by mail saying that you want to 

be excluded from the Settlement.  Your request for exclusion must include all of the following:  

(a) Your name and address; 

(b) Your physical signature; 

(c) The name and number of the Action “Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. v. 

Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 15 CH 16986”; and 

(d) A statement that you wish to be excluded from the Settlement Class. 

You must mail your request for exclusion postmarked no later than ___________, 2021 to: 

[Insert name and address of third-party administrator] 

If you ask to be excluded, you will not get any Settlement payment, you cannot object to the 

Settlement, and you cannot ask to speak at the Final Approval Hearing. You will not be legally 

bound by anything that happens in the Actions. Depending upon the applicable statute of 

limitations, you may be able to pursue a claim (or continue to pursue a claim) against Defendants 

on you own regarding the issues raised in the Actions. 

15. If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue these Defendants for the same thing later? 

No. Unless you exclude yourself, you give up any right to sue any of the Defendants for the claims 

that this Settlement resolves. If you have a pending lawsuit against Defendants (or any of its related 

parties as described in answer to Question 13 above), speak to your lawyer in that case 

immediately. You may have to exclude yourself from the Settlement Class to continue your own 

lawsuit against Defendants or any of their related parties. Remember, the exclusion deadline is 

___________, 2021. 

16. If I exclude myself, can I get money from this Settlement? 
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No. If you exclude yourself, you will not receive any money from the Settlement. But, you are free 

to sue, continue to sue, or be part of a different lawsuit against any Defendant about the issues in 

the Actions. 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 
 

17. Do I have a lawyer in this case? 

The Court has appointed Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. of Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C., Larry D. 

Drury of Larry D. Drury, Ltd., and Myron M. Cherry and Jacie C. Zolna of Myron M. Cherry & 

Associates, LLC as Class Counsel for the Settlement Class (“Class Counsel”). You will not be 

separately charged for their services. If you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you may 

hire one at your own expense. 

18. How will the lawyers be paid? 

Class Counsel will ask the Court to approve payment of attorneys’ fees in an amount not to exceed 

$1,594,385, plus reimbursement of their out-of-pocket Litigation Costs.  The attorneys’ fees would 

pay Class Counsel for investigating the facts, litigating the case and negotiating the Settlement. 

The Court may award less than the amounts requested.  The amounts paid for attorneys’ fees and 

to reimburse Class Counsel for their out-of-pocket Litigation Costs will be paid out of the 

Settlement Fund and will reduce the amount available to Settlement Class Members.     

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 

You can tell the Court that you don’t agree with the Settlement or some part of it. 

19. How do I tell the Court that I don’t like the Settlement? 

If you are a Settlement Class Member, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any part 

of it and tell the Court why you feel the Settlement should not be approved. The Court will consider 

your views. To object, you must mail and file a document with the Court stating that you object to 

the Settlement. Your objection must include: 

 Case name (“Midwest Medical Records Association, Inc. v. Dorothy Brown, et al.”); 

 Case number (Case No. 2015 CH 16986); 

 Your name and address; 

 You physical signature;  

 A statement that you are a Settlement Class Member; 

 The case caption and court number of a case in which you filed a motion or petition to 

reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court from July 25, 

2009 to February 21, 2017; 

 Documentary proof that you paid a fee to the Clerk of Court for the filing of such motion 

or petition; 

 A statement that such fee was not waived or refunded; 
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 The reasons that you object to the proposed Settlement, along with any supporting 

documents; and 

 A statement indicating whether you intend to appear at the Fairness Hearing with or 

without counsel.  

In addition to you filing your objection with the Court at the address below no later than 

____________, 2021, the objection must also be mailed to Class Counsel and Defendants’ Counsel 

at the following addresses, postmarked no later than ____________, 2021: 

COURT CLASS COUNSEL DEFENDANTS’ COUNSEL 

 

Clerk of the Court 

Circuit Court of Cook 

County, Illinois 

Richard J. Daley Center, 

Room 802 

50 West Washington Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

 

Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr. 

Zimmerman Law Offices, P.C. 

77 W. Washington St., Suite 1220 

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

Marie D. Spicuzza 

Assistant State’s Attorney 

Attn.: Interlocutory Fee 

Settlement 

500 Richard J. Daley Center 

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

20. What’s the difference between objecting and excluding? 

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you do not like something about the Settlement. You can 

object only if you stay in the Settlement Class. Excluding yourself is telling the Court that you do 

not want to be part of the Settlement Class. If you exclude yourself, you have no basis to object 

because the case no longer affects you. 

THE COURT’S FINAL APPROVAL HEARING 

The Court has preliminarily approved the Settlement. The Court will hold a Final Approval 

Hearing to decide whether to give final approval to the Settlement. Although you don’t have to, 

you may attend and, if you filed a timely, written objection, you can ask to speak at the hearing. 

21. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement? 

 

The Court will hold the Final Approval Hearing at ________ m. on _____________, 2021 at the 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West Washington Street, 

Courtroom 2601, Chicago, Illinois 60602. At this hearing, the Court will consider whether the 

Settlement with Defendants is fair, reasonable, adequate and in the best interests of the Settlement 

Class. The Court will also consider whether to approve the proposed plan of allocation of the 

Settlement proceeds to the Settlement Class. The Court will also consider (a) the application by 

Class Counsel for payment of attorneys’ fees out of the Settlement Fund created through their 

efforts; (b) reimbursement of Class Counsel’s Litigation Costs; (c) the application for the payment 

of service awards to the Class Representatives; and (d) the application by Gassman counsel for 

payment of their attorneys’ fees and costs.  

If there are any timely objections to the Settlement, the Court will consider them. The Court may 

listen to people who have asked to speak at the hearing. After the hearing, the Court will decide 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



12 

 

whether to approve the Settlement and how much to pay Class Counsel, Gassman counsel, and the 

Plaintiffs.  We do not know how long these decisions will take. 

The Final Approval Hearing may be continued or adjourned by the Court without further notice to 

the Settlement Class.  Settlement Class Members who may attend the Final Approval Hearing can 

check the Settlement Webpage for updates. 

22. Do I have to come to the hearing? 

No. Class Counsel will answer questions the Court may have.  But you are welcome to attend at 

your own expense. If you send an objection, you don’t have to come to the hearing to talk about 

it. As long as you mailed your written objection on time, the Court will consider it. If you hired 

your own lawyer, you may have to pay your own lawyer to attend, but it’s not necessary that he or 

she do so. 

23. Can I speak at the hearing? 

You cannot speak at the hearing if you excluded yourself from the Settlement.  If you filed a timely, 

written objection, you (or your own lawyer) may appear and speak at the Final Approval Hearing, 

if the Court permits it, but, to do so, a notice of your intention to appear must be filed with the 

Court. 

IF YOU DO NOTHING 

24. What happens if I do nothing at all? 

If you do nothing, you will not receive any payment pursuant to the Settlement and you will also 

be bound by the Final Approval Order approving the Settlement and cannot start a lawsuit, 

continue with a lawsuit, or be part of any other lawsuit against Defendants about the issues in the 

Actions.   

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 

25. Are there more details about the Settlement? 

This notice summarizes the proposed Settlement. More details are in the Settlement Agreement. If 

you wish to review the Settlement Agreement, you may do so by visiting [KCC to set up a website].  

26. How do I get more information? 

You can call Toll-Free [KCC to set up number], or visit the Settlement Webpage at [KCC to set 

up website] where you will find answers to common questions about the Settlement, plus other 

information to help you determine whether you are member of the Settlement Class and whether 

you are eligible for payment. The most important documents in this case can be viewed, free of 

charge, on the Settlement Webpage.   
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PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT, THE JUDGE, OR THE DEFENDANTS WITH 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT. 
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EXHIBIT 4 – Claim Form 

 

USE THIS CLAIM FORM IF YOU DISPUTE THE AMOUNT ON THE NOTICE 

MAILED TO YOU OR IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE A NOTICE 
 

If you paid a filing fee in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois to file a motion or petition to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court between July 25, 2009 and February 21, 2017, 

then you are a Settlement Class Member in the matter Midwest Medical Records Assoc., Inc. v. Dorothy 

Brown, et al., Court No. 15 CH 16986, and are entitled to compensation pursuant to a class action 

settlement.1  You should have received Notice via U.S. mail or electronic mail stating the monetary amount 

to which you are entitled, based on the total number of filing fees that you paid to file motion(s) or petition(s) 

to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court, the case(s) in which you paid 

the fee(s), and the date(s) on which you paid the fee(s) in each case as shown in the Defendants’ records. If 

you believe that information is accurate, you can simply sign the Attestation on the Claim Form sent to you 

and mail it in by the deadline.  

 

If you believe the information provided in your Notice is not accurate or complete, you may submit this 

Claim Form to correct it. You may also submit this Claim Form if you did not receive a customized Notice 

but you believe you are a Class Member. You must submit additional documentation with this Claim 

Form to support your claim. The Settlement Administrator will review the information and documents 

you provide, and the Settlement Administrator will determine which filing fees are valid.   

 

My name is _______________________________  [Print Your Name] 

and my Claim ID is __________________________  (if applicable) (you can find your Claim ID on your 

customized Notice). 

 

I attest that I paid the total amount of $_______________ in fees to file a motion or petition to reconsider, 

vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court in Cook County, Illinois, between July 25, 

2009 and February 21, 2017, as follows: 

 

Case Name Court Number Amount of Fee Paid Date Paid 
 

______________________________  _____________ $_________________ __________ 

______________________________  _____________ $_________________ __________ 

______________________________  _____________ $_________________ __________ 

______________________________  _____________ $_________________ __________ 

______________________________  _____________ $_________________ __________ 
(use additional pages if necessary) 

 

I attest that, to the best of my knowledge, all of these fees identified herein were paid for motions or 

petitions sought to reconsider, vacate, or modify an interlocutory judgment or order of court, and 

that I was not refunded any of these filing fees. I understand that I will not be compensated for any 

fees paid to file motions or petitions that sought to reconsider, vacate, or modify a final judgment or 

order of court, or for any other filing fee not covered under this Settlement.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 A putative class action was also filed against Defendants in Gassman v. Dorothy Brown, et al., Case No. 14 CH 

12269 (“Gassman Action”). The Gassman Action raises the same legal issues raised in the four class action lawsuits 

giving rise to this Settlement. The Gassman Action was also settled in conjunction with this Settlement. For details, 

see the Detailed Notice, which is available at [KCC to set up website]. 
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EXHIBIT 4 – Claim Form 

 

Date:  ___________________ 

 

 

Printed Name:    Signature*: 

 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

 

If applicable, Company Name:  If applicable, your title: 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________  

 

 

Address (City, State, Zip)   Telephone Number 

 

_________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

*By signing on behalf of an entity, you are attesting to your authority to do so. 

 

 

Mail Your Completed Claim Form and Supporting Documentation to: 

[Insert name and address of third-party administrator] 
 

YOUR CLAIM FORM MUST BE POSTMARKED  

ON OR BEFORE ____________, 2021 

 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 

 

MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS ASSOCIATION, 

INC., RENX GROUP, LLC,  

f/k/a BIG BLUE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC,  

and TOMICA PREMOVIC, individually, and  

on behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

 

DOROTHY BROWN, as Clerk of the Circuit Court of 

Cook County, Illinois, MARIA PAPPAS, as Treasurer 

of Cook County, Illinois, and COOK COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, a body politic and corporate, 

 

Defendants. 

____________________________________________ 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

 

Case No. 15 CH 16986 

 

(Transferred as related to Case 

No. 14 CH 12269) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

RE-NOTICE OF MOTION 

 

 

To: See attached Service List 

 

 On ____________, 2019, at _________m., or soon thereafter as counsel may be heard, I 

shall appear before the Honorable Raymond W. Mitchell or any judge sitting in his stead, in the 

courtroom usually occupied by him in Room 2601, in the Richard J. Daley Center, Chicago, 

Illinois, and shall then and there move the Court in accordance with Plaintiff’s Amended 

Motion for Class Certification that was filed in this matter on May 5, 2016.  

 

 

Plaintiffs MIDWEST MEDICAL RECORDS 

ASSOCIATION, INC., RENX GROUP, LLC, f/k/a BIG 

BLUE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, and TOMICA  

PREMOVIC, individually, and on behalf of all others 

similarly situated, 

 

 

By: /s/ Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr.  

Thomas A. Zimmerman, Jr.  

Sharon A. Harris 

Matthew C. De Re 

Nickolas J. Hagman 

ZIMMERMAN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 

FILED
8/12/2019 4:38 PM
DOROTHY BROWN
CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
2015CH16986

6145641

Hearing Date: 8/20/2019 10:15 AM - 10:15 AM
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2 

77 W. Washington Street, Suite 1220 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

(312) 440-0020 telephone 

(312) 440-4180 facsimile 

Firm I.D. No. 34418 

www.attorneyzim.com 

firm@attorneyzim.com 

 

Larry D. Drury 

ldd@larrydrury.com 
LARRY D. DRURY, LTD.  

100 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2200 

Chicago, IL  60602 

 

Jacie C. Zolna  

jzolna@cherry-law.com 
MYRON M. CHERRY & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2300 

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

John H. Alexander 

John@jalexanderlaw.com 
JOHN H. ALEXANDER & ASSOCIATES, PC 

55 W. Monroe Street, Suite 2455 

Chicago, IL  60603 

 

Counsel for the Plaintiffs and Putative Class 

 

 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

I, Jacalyn E. Zaleski, a non-attorney, certify that a copy of this Re-Notice of Motion was served 

on counsel of record via the Court’s efiling system to the email addresses listed below on 

August 12, 2019. 

 

Marie D. Spicuzza 

marie.spicuzza@cookcountyil.gov 

James Beligratis 

james.beligratis@cookcountyil.gov 

Assistant State’s Attorney 

500 Richard J. Daley Center  

50 W. Washington Street 

Chicago, IL  60602  

 

Counsel for Defendants 

 

F
IL

E
D

 D
A

T
E

: 
8
/1

2
/2

0
1
9
 4

:3
8
 P

M
  
 2

0
1
5
C

H
1
6
9
8
6

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

2/
20

20
 8

:3
6 

AM
   

20
15

C
H

16
98

6

http://www.attorneyzim.com/
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 Joseph Tighe 

 ALAN J. MANDEL, LTD. 

 7520 North Skokie Blvd. 

 Skokie, IL 60077 

 joe@mandelaw.net 

 

 David Alan Novoselsky 

 NOVOSELSKY LAW OFFICE, PC 

 25 North County Street, First Floor 

 Waukegan, IL 60085 

 dnovo@novoselsky.com 

  

 Counsel for Plaintiffs in related case 14 CH 12269 
 

 

 

 

 

   /s/ Jacalyn E. Zaleski        
             [X] Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to 

 735 ILCS 5/1-109, I certify that the statements 

 set forth in this instrument are true and correct. 
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